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127th Annual Meeting 
The Colonial Dames of America 

Saturday, April 29th - Monday, May 1, 2017 
 
M.P. Naud, Recording Secretary, reports: 
 
The 127th Annual Meeting of The Colonial Dames of America began on Saturday, 
April 29, 2017.  The Executive Council meeting was called to order in the Abigail 
Adams Smith Auditorium. President General, Sharon W. Vaino opened the 
meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and the Lord's Prayer. Mrs. Vaino 
welcomed chapter presidents, delegates, and members of the Board of Managers 
and Committee Chairmen. The reading of the minutes of the Saturday, April 30, 
2016 meeting was formally waived. Following the roll call, chapter reports were 
read. Fifteen chapters were represented: 

CHAPTER II, Philadelphia, PA 
Jane Eppley ...................................................................................................... President 

CHAPTER III, Washington, DC 
Colonel Mary Lowe Mayhugh......................................................................... President 

CHAPTER V, San Francisco, CA 
Susan Trau Johnson ......................................................................................... President 

CHAPTER VIII, Houston, TX 
Evelyn Aucoin .................................................................................................. President 

CHAPTER X, Rome, Italy 
Sharrilyn Whiting ............................................................................................. President 

CHAPTER XI, London, England 
Melissa Gadsen ................................................................................................. Delegate 
 
CHAPTER XV, Jackson, Mississippi 
Ann Simmons ................................................................................................... President 
 
CHAPTER XVII, Palm Beach, Florida 
Brantley Knowles .............................................................................................. Delegate 

CHAPTER XXI, Dallas, Texas 
Elizabeth Stuart ................................................................................................. Delegate 

CHAPTER XXII, Michigan 
Jeanette Keatts ................................................................................................... Delegate 

CHAPTER XXIII, Virginia 
Jocelyn Lane..................................................................................................... President 

CHAPTER XXIV, Atlanta, GA 
Helen Rogge ..................................................................................................... President 
 
CHAPTER XXXI, South Carolina 
Theresa Johnson ................................................................................................ Delegate 
 
CHAPTER XXXVIII, Santa Barbara, California 
Kathi Chulick ................................................................................................... President 
 
CHAPTER XXXIX, Birmingham, Alabama 
Connie Grund ................................................................................................... President 
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On Saturday evening, the President’s Award for Excellence Dinner at the Yale 
Club was highlighted by toasts to the winner of the twenty-first annual award 
-- Chapter XV, Jackson, Mississippi. Proceeds will aid in the funding of the 
Columbia Courthouse’s records management program, and the project of 
making Marion County’s early records available to the public. The chapter 
will use this award to support the expense of funding approximately 70 hours 
of scanning, and enabling the possibility for matching funds. The project 
offers the community and local university the opportunity to work together to 
realize the tremendous value in preserving and disseminating local history.  

Sunday morning, April 30th, members enjoyed a Revolutionary Walking Tour 
led by James Kaplan, Chairman of the Lower Manhattan Historical Society 
that began at Grace Church and concluded at Fraunces Tavern. Later that 
afternoon, President General Sharon Vaino welcomed guests to the Museum’s 
beautiful garden. The Sunday afternoon Garden Party, at the Mount Vernon 
Hotel Museum & Garden, was well attended with more than 120 members, 
delegates and guests. The Museum and its period rooms, as well as its 
Orientation Center, which includes the model of the original carriage house, 
were open for viewing. 

The 127th Annual Meeting of The Colonial Dames of America was called to 
order at 12:00p.m. Monday, May 1st, 2017, at the Cosmopolitan Club. 
President General Sharon W. Vaino welcomed Past Presidents General 
Audrey A. Svensson (2006 – 2009), Helen C. Evans (1997 – 2000), and 
Eleanor T. Penniman (1991 – 1994) to the luncheon meeting.  

Members representing chapters throughout the United States and abroad were 
in attendance.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, a moment of silence was 
observed for members no longer with us, especially those who had passed 
away since the last Annual Meeting  

Audrey A. Svensson, PPG and Chairman of the Book Award Committee, 
introduced the winners of the 2016 Book Award. The 2017 Book Award 
winner was: “Razzle Dazzle: The Battle for Broadway,” by Michael Riedel, 
published by Simon & Schuster. A citation went to: “The Mathews Men: 
Seven Brothers and the War against Hitler’s U-Boats,” by William Geroux, 
published by Viking Press. The Young Readers Award went to: “Dorothea’s 
Eyes,” written by Barb Rosenstock, illustrated by Gerard DuBois, and 
published by Calkins Creek, an Imprint of Highlights.   

A motion was made and approved to waive the reading of the minutes of the 
Monday, May 2, 2016, Annual Meeting. Another motion was made and 
approved to ratify the actions of the Board for the year. 

The results of the election were approved. President General Sharon W. Vaino 
thanked PPG Helen Evans, Chairman of the Nominating Committee. It was 
announced that proxy votes had been counted, and the slate was approved as 
presented. President General Vaino thanked proxies Nancy Shackelford Jones, 
Anne Farley, and Nancy Stratford for their service.  
 
The winners of the Van Rensselaer Award for Distinguished Service were 
announced and awarded certificates and beautiful enameled pins. This year’s 
winners were: 
 
Chapter III, Washington, D.C.                Barbara H. Carpenter 
Chapter XXIV, Atlanta, Georgia  Martha Ellen Holman Wright 
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Finance Chair, Caroline McLain, read the Treasurer's and Finance Committee 
reports. The reports of the regular committees, of the Society, and the standing 
committees of the Parent Chapter, were heard. Museum Director, Terri Daly, 
presented the Mount Vernon Hotel Museum & Garden report.  

President General Sharon W. Vaino then delivered the following informative 
report to the members.  

The 127th Annual Meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. on Monday, May 1, 
2017. 

 
 

Report of the President General 
Monday, May 1, 2017 

 
Sharon W. Vaino, President General, reports: 
 
Past Presidents General, Members of the Board of Managers, Chapter 
Presidents, Distinguished Members, Book Award recipient, CDA and 
Museum staff, and honored Guests, 
 
Warm greetings to all of you!  I am pleased with robust attendance at these 
Annual Meeting Weekend events 127 years after our founding.   
 
Many thanks to the substantial number of you who volunteered to act as 
Benefactors or Patrons for this Annual Meeting Weekend.  Thanks also to 
members of the 1890 Society (2017-2017), invited to attend the 1890 Society 
Tea as my personal guests this past Friday.  Commendation is also due to 
those chapters forming part of the Chapter Honor Roll.  These names are 
printed in your program.  
 
Thanks also to CDA Executive Director Deb McWilliams, and Museum 
Director Terry Daly, along with staff, for assisting with the myriad details of 
the Annual Meeting Weekend.  Again we are fortunate to be able to include in 
your materials reprints of an article appearing in the upcoming summer issue 
of the Social Register Observer.  This article, “A Celebration of Marjorie 
Merriweather Post Highlights CDA Year” by Sharri Whiting De Masi, 
President of Chapter X – Rome, Italy, describes the lovely benefit for the 
CDA-owned and operated Mount Vernon Hotel Museum and Garden, located 
in New York City.   
 
The CDA Fall Benefit, chaired by Second Vice-President General Brantley 
Knowles, again exceeded records set in the previous year.  The Benefit was 
held in September of 2017 at the Hillwood Estate, Museum, and Gardens in 
Washington, D.C.  This Estate was the fall and spring home of cereal heiress 
and executive Marjorie Merriweather Post.  Mrs. Post was an active member 
of CDA Chapter XVII – Palm Beach, Florida.  When she was in her twenties, 
Mrs. Post began to apply the resources she had inherited from her father to 
create a publicly traded global foods business.  
 
As I said at the September Hillwood Benefit, Mrs. Post was a visionary who 
saw potential where others did not, and had the energy and means to bring that 
potential to pass.  She salvaged thousands of art treasures from the former 
Soviet Union under Stalin, restored them, and displayed them at Hillwood, 
creating one of the finest collections in the world.  She was a generous 
charitable benefactress and was named to the French Legion of Honor.   
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One long-held vision of Mrs. Post was that of Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach as 
the Winter White House.  She donated Mar-a-Lago to the United States 
government.  Not having as much ingenuity and imagination as Mrs. Post, the 
United States government let that property languish for some years until an 
ambitious politician finally purchased it and turned it into a private club.  
Time will tell what happens to the property, but at least to some degree, 
Mrs. Post’s vision has been realized about a century after she had it.   
 
We continue to emphasize participation by all of the CDA’s chapters in our 
endeavors.  My husband and I have now visited all 40 of the CDA’s approved 
chapters, including the Parent Chapter.  New CDA member Terry Rakolta 
held a wonderful dinner at her home near Detroit, Michigan, last summer to 
support our Museum.  Our Liaison Committee Chair, Second Vice-President 
Brantley Knowles, Chapter XVII – Palm Beach, has been central to the 
success of these chapter efforts by organizing regional meetings and events.   
 
In April, CDA held another tea in Washington, D.C., designed to coincide 
with other hereditary lineage society events to which CDA members would be 
traveling.  Board of Managers member Charlotte Christian, of Chapter XXIV 
– Atlanta, again chaired the tea and made it an even lovelier event than the 
two previous teas she chaired.  The teas continue to provide an excellent way 
for Dames to meet other Dames with little incremental investment of time or 
funds.  I have also participated in events of other hereditary societies on behalf 
of the CDA, and brought CDA greetings. 
 
This was the third year the CDA awarded the Van Rensselaer Award, 
enabling chapters to recognize a member who has made outstanding 
contributions.  The President General’s Award for Excellence saw multiple 
fine projects submitted for consideration, and the winner was Chapter XV – 
Jackson, Mississippi.  Chapter XV received a cash award of $1,000 to fund its 
winning project.  Charlotte Squarcy, Garden Committee Chair, arranged for 
Marisol DeLuna to create a beautiful scarf, with some of the proceeds 
benefiting the CDA Garden.  I encourage everyone to buy one of these scarves 
if you have not yet done so.  They can be purchased on the CDA website. 
 
In addition, I have purchased 24 of these scarves, designed by Marisol, with a 
gold border rather than a blue one to distinguish these scarves from the ones 
that can be purchased.  Whenever someone gives $5,000 or more to the CDA 
and/or Museum in one fiscal year, that person will receive the gold-bordered 
scarf, unless he or she has already received one.  Because I will purchase the 
gold-bordered scarf with my own funds, there will be no reduction in the tax 
deduction of the person who has received the gold-bordered scarf.  
 
In our ongoing efforts to maximize our resources, we continue to examine the 
best use of the CDA’s property rights.  As you no doubt can see, the 
neighborhood surrounding the CDA is substantially upgraded from what it 
was decades ago, and new building projects have recently been completed.  
With the help of our adept and skilled Finance Chair Caroline McLain, as well 
as our wonderful attorneys and Board of Managers members Carol Lynch and 
Rebecca Madsen, we have entered contracts with an architect and a zoning 
specialist who will help us obtain and evaluate options.  Our historic building, 
the Mount Vernon Hotel Museum and Garden, would remain as such, but the 
Headquarters site, not an historic property, would be considered for 
modification. 
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I am greatly honored to continue in my second consecutive three-year term as 
your President General, and appreciate your many contributions to our worthy 
cause!  Thank you for coming! 

 
 

Treasurer’s and Finance Chair’s Report 
 

Jane H. Told, Treasurer, reports: 
 
Treasurer Report: The combined CDA/MVHM financial results were under 
budget for the year and represented a healthy 4.65% draw on the budget, 
below the 5% to 7% allowed under the New York Prudent Management of 
Institutional Funds Act. However, some of the reasons for the low draw were 
potentially non-recurring items.  The principal reasons for the improved 
financial results were: (1) the extremely successful Fall Fundraiser held in 
Washington D.C. last fall thanks to Chairman Brantley Knowles; (2) the very 
generous $23,595 in bequests from members Genevieve Lanyon and Mary 
Wise; (3) the continued generosity of all of our members across the country; 
and (iv) actual operating expenses being well under budget due in large part to 
the focus on cost containment by Executive Director Deb McWilliams and 
Museum Director Terri Daly. 
 
Our internal audit procedures have improved even more over the last year 
according to our auditors, Condon O’Meara, who gave an unqualified fair 
opinion of the Society’s March 31, 2017 financial statements. 
 
Caroline McLain, Finance Chair, reports:  

Finance Report: As of March 31, 2017, the Portfolio was allocated 63% to 
equity, 35% to fixed income and 2% to cash.  
 
Merrill Lynch has now managed the CDA’s Portfolio since January 1, 2013. 
Through March 31, 2017, the return on the Portfolio was 33.66%, or an 
average of 7.82% per annum.  
 
Last summer, Merrill Lynch recommended the sale of an investment in a 
JPMorgan Large Cap Growth fund and reinvestment of the proceeds among 
three different equity investment categories each with a 75% active 
management component and a 25% passive investment component. We 
continue to evaluate the active vs. passive returns, and depending on each 
investment’s performance, may make further changes. 
 
Although the CDA’s financial results were positive this year, the Finance 
Committee is not confident that this will continue and the Committee remains 
concerned about the long-term financial position of the CDA. Along with the 
Board, the Committee is actively exploring a potential real estate transaction 
involving the CDA headquarters site.  
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Mount Vernon Hotel Museum Report 
 
Terri Daly, Museum Director, reports: 
 
The Museum focused this year on reaching new audiences, in particular 
through partnerships. With the New York Adventure Club we host a monthly 
murder mystery, and with Gemini and Scorpio we host several Victorian 
Garden Teas and an annual Victorian Dinner and Ball. These relationships, in 
addition to being a successful revenue generator, have helped introduce the 
museum to millennials, a market segment coveted by museums. We also have 
a new partnership with the Gramercy Opera which will be performing the 
Fairy Queen in our garden in June. This is particularly exciting due to the 
overlap between those who attend an opera and those interested in museums. 
We are also focused on increasing access for populations that have limited 
opportunities to visit museums, especially children. Our new summer high 
school history internship will involve fifteen students with very diverse 
backgrounds, including teens supported by organizations serving homeless 
families and incarcerated mothers. Not only is access an important part of our 
mission, but it also is resonating with funders. We recently received grants for 
both the internship program and our new program for individuals with 
Alzheimer's.  
 
 

Reports of the Committees of the Society 
 
 

Audit Committee 
 

Laurie C. Aldinger, Chair, reports: 
 
Our independent audit and tax firm, Condon O’Meara, gave the CDA an 
unqualified clean opinion of our financial statements for the fiscal year ended 
March 31, 2017. The firm has been retained for the audit of the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 2017. 
 
Condon O’Meara prepared and filed the federal form 990, the New York State 
form CHAR500 and the affiliate chapters’ 990-Ns (e postcard) for the 2017 
tax year. 
 
We continue to be confident with our internal control structure including the 
work of our outside accountant, Eleanor Popolizio, as well as the adherence to 
appropriate procedures for daily financial transactions by the staff of both the 
CDA and the Museum. 

 
 

Book Award Committee 
     

 Audrey A. Svensson, Chair, reports: 
 
Parent Chapter Book Award Committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month, nine months a year. Each of us tries to read and write a review of at 
least one book per month.   That book must be one that is accepted within our 
guidelines. 
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We welcome reviews from our chapters, which we also read and 
discuss.  Each review submitted is printed in our monthly minutes which are 
distributed to all Chapter Presidents and Chapter Book Award Chairs, as well 
as any other Dame who would be interested in receiving them. 
 
Please be sure to pick up our newly updated brochure stating our Goals and 
Guidelines and listing our Award Winners since 1951  .  
 
Thanks to all committee members who have been so dedicated this year. Our 
task - although exciting - is time consuming.  
 
And a very special thanks to Brendan Davey who so ably represents us in the 
office.  
 

 
By-Laws Committee 

 
Carol M. Lynch, Chair, reports: 
 
The activity of the By-Laws Committee this year was to consider and adopt an 
amendment to the Society’s By-Laws to alter the process for formation of new 
chapters.  The By-Laws were amended to require 12 women in order to form a 
new chapter a majority of which must be new to the organization.   
 
Many thanks to our President General and the committee members.   

 
 

Claims Committee 
          
Beverley W. Sherrid, Chair, reports, 

This past year, we approved 125 new members, giving us total membership of 
2063, including 99 Members Emerita. We had 15 new ancestor claims and 4 
new Daughter Dames. We’re experiencing fresh interest in Supplemental 
Claims, with 5 approved and additional claims pending. 
 
We made one significant addition to our Eligibility List this year, 
“Enumerated on the 1624 Jamestown Muster,” recognizing the importance of 
these men and women in establishing the American colonies. 
 
Two highly qualified Dames, Robin Towns and Nancy Pexa, have assumed 
the shared position of Verifying Genealogist. It’s been an especially good year 
to have double strength because two very large, new chapters were formed.  
 
Theresa Comer continues to run your claims office, field your questions, 
soothe your worries, and usher your papers through our verification process. 
Having struggled to fill her shoes during her brief leave of absence, I can 
attest that she handles this large and complicated job with skill and grace. 
Thank you, Terry!  
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Communications Committee 
 

Sharri Whiting De Masi, Chair, reports:  

The Communications Committee of The Colonial Dames of America spent 
the fiscal year of 2017-2017 involved in the following activities: 

 
1) Branding.  This is an ongoing review of the use of CDA insignia, CDA 

graphics and colors. Also, it includes refining existing templates and 
creating new ones, such as name tags and directory covers. 
 

2) Website. Included maintenance, development, content management and 
updates, improving the online store, updating the site infrastructure, 
working with information architect Dana DeLoca. We have worked with 
the CDA professional staff to transfer the tasks of document updates, 
chapter updates, and web calendar updates to the office. 
 

3) Database. We interacted with the office with regard to database updates 
and technical strategies for communication with the membership. 
 

4) Committees. We have worked with the Garden, Book Awards and other 
committees to publish and market their efforts and activities, including 
writing and sending e-blasts, website updates, and editing content. 
 

5) Fall Benefit. The chair and the information architect worked with the 
chair of the fall benefit to design, produce and distribute materials for 
the 2017 fall benefit at the Hillwood estate, including save the date, 
invitations, program, website materials, and invitations to ancillary 
events. 
 

6) Articles. Wrote and edited the 2017 CDA article for the Social Register 
Observer;  wrote and posted articles and updates to the website re CDA 
activities 
 

7) Committee/Professional Staff. Worked with CDA staff to refine and 
coordinate the CDA message and communications activities. 

 
 

Development Committee 
 

Evelyn Aucoin & Susan Johnson, Co-Chairs, report:  
 

Our committee meets once a month via teleconference. The funding of repairs 
and capital “wish list” items for the museum, as well as discussion on funding 
for day to day operations, drives the agenda. Grant application, statuses and 
opportunities are tracked, and the members lend any insight or support to the 
process.  
 
Terri Daly stayed on top of all agendas and helping schedule the meetings. 
Please accept our most heartfelt appreciation for all you do for the museum 
and our committee. 
 
During the 2016 Garden Party, we successfully raised over $2000 to fund 
LED lighting for the museum display cases; empowering the museum to be 
eligible to host more traveling exhibits. 
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I extend my most heartfelt appreciation to the other members of the committee 
this year: 
 
Priscilla Roberts, Beverley Sherrid, Audrey Svensson, Helen Evans, Jane 
Told, Kathleen Springhorn, Charlotte Christian. 
 
Your willingness to give of your time and talents to this effort is sincerely 
appreciated. 
 
The committee also thanks our President General for her endless support and 
vision with regard to the future of our cherished society. 

 
 

Education and Scholarship Committee 
 
Nancy Stratford, Chair, reports:  
 
The Education and Scholarship Committee determines the recipients of 
scholarship funds budgeted by the CDA Board of Managers.  For 2017/2017, 
$14,500 has been awarded to the following institutions: 
 

• $5,000 to the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and 
Culture at the College of William and Mary to fund a Fellowship 
in Historical Editing.  The Institute publishes scholarly books and a 
quarterly journal.   
 

• $4,000 to Jamestown Rediscovery Foundation to support a 
Colonial Dames of America Fellow in Zoo-archaeology. The 
student, Alexis Ohman, will study animal bones as they relate to 
the diet of the early colonists and the exchange of food between the 
English settlers and the Virginia Indians.  
 

• $4.000 to the Fairfield Foundation to fund two week-long 
educational workshops on historical preservation and archeological 
activities at the Fairfield Plantation in Gloucester, Va.  
 

• $1,500 to the Graduate Center of the City University of New York 
to support a student, Evan Turiano, conducting research on 
northern resistance to the fugitive slave laws and how that 
contributed to the coming of the Civil War.  

 
The committee is grateful for gifts designated for Education and Scholarship.  
Thank you for supporting the work of the Education and Scholarship 
Committee. 
 
 

Events, Calendar and Hospitality Committee 
 
Kathleen Elizabeth Springhorn, Chair, reports: 
 
On behalf of the Events, Calendar and Hospitality Committee, I am happy to 
add our welcome and thanks to each of you for being here at our 2017 Annual 
Meeting and Luncheon today. We particularly thank our President General, 
Sharon Vaino, for our introduction back to the Yale Club for a delicious and 
well attended President’s Award Dinner on Saturday night, and for the 
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arrangements that have again worked so nicely for our Round Table 
Discussions, Annual Meeting, and Luncheon today, here at the Cosmopolitan 
Club. Also, we congratulate and thank our Executive Director, Deborah 
Spaeder McWilliams, and her Administrative Assistant, Brendan Davey, for 
their smooth planning and execution of events for their first CDA Annual 
Meeting Weekend, including a notably festive sweet and savory table, and 
sparkling water and wine, to welcome the Chapter Chairs and Delegates to the 
Executive Session in our Abigail Adams Smith Auditorium on Saturday 
afternoon, and arrangements for the much enjoyed Sunday morning Walking 
Tour of Trinity Church and the Historic Wall Street area. 175 RSVPs for our 
Garden Party yesterday set a new recent record, as did the number of beautiful 
hats, in the dozens. Although the temperature dropped into the 50’s from 
almost 80 on Saturday, warmth and congeniality prevailed, with help 
available, if needed, from a basket of hand warmers.   
 
Our traditional events this year continued to include our Past Presidents 
General & Board of Managers Annual Fall Luncheon, and our Annual 
Holiday Party. In addition, CDA was delighted to co-host events with other 
societies, including the “Plymouth on the Rocks” Party at NSCD on 
Wednesday, November, 16, and the Paas Heritage Ball, at the Racquet and 
Tennis Club on Friday, April 7, and discussions for additional collaborations 
are being explored for future events at CDA, particularly children’s parties 
for Christmas, Easter, and Washington’s Birthday, a CDA children’s event 
that was popular and successful many years ago.  
 
Our Past Presidents General & Board of Managers Annual Fall Luncheon 
was given on November 17, again held in the Tavern Room at the museum, 
and included a lively CDA and MVHM&G strategic planning discussion lead 
by Evelyn Aucoin. 
 
Our Annual Holiday Party was held Monday, December 1, and special thanks 
are given to the fifteen Dames who were inaugural Hostess Committee 
Patrons, generously contributed toward the party expenses, and were included 
on the invitation: Catherine Coleman Brawer, Kathi Hobbs Chulick, Jane 
Fortenberry  Gonzalez  Nancy Moon Gordon, Brantley Bolling Knowles, 
Carol Degener Lynch, Rebecca Howard Madsen, Sellers Pearl, Terry Lynn 
Rakolta Beverley Wahl Sherrid, Heather Welty Speas, Kathleen Elizabeth 
Springhorn, Audrey Chapin Svensson, Jane Hill Told, and Sharon Worthing 
Vaino. Our Abigail Adams Smith auditorium, was again transformed into a 
Ballroom, decorated with garlands, wreaths, and even more Christmas trees 
reflecting in the elegant Palladian mirrors around the room, as well as a 
“snowy” winter wonderland set around the garden benches brought inside for 
the occasion. Dames, their guests, and many heads and members of other 
Societies joined us to socialize, dance to the Alex Donner Quartet, and 
participate in our newest and most festive activity, singing Christmas Carols, 
personally lead by our good friend and supporter, Alex Donner, who provided 
Santa hats. Ultimately, almost everyone was “on stage,” encouraged to join in 
by Alex, Deb’s husband, and Eleanor Popolizio’s daughter. Guests enjoyed 
hors d’oeuvres, desserts arranged on silver trays and cranberry glass cake 
plates, and an abundance of holiday cheer. As always, our CDA Eggnog, 
made according to Florence Van Rensselaer’s Recipe, was served from our 
crystal punch bowl (the recipe is on page 40 in our CDA Cookbook!) and 
proper tea was served from our silver tea service. The Holiday Party is a 
wonderful event, and all Dames are warmly invited to attend. 
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CDA Cookbooks were presented as lovely favors to guests at the fabulous 
2016 MVHM&G Fall Benefit held at Marjorie Merriweather Post’s Hillwood 
Estate, Museum and Gardens, on Thursday, September 22. A one-page snap 
in insert was prepared to update the lists of the current Board of Managers, 
and headquarters and museum staff. The updated inserts are included in the 
copies available for purchase today. As a reminder, inserts can be designed at 
a reasonable cost for any Chapters wishing to buy cookbooks at a discounted 
price to use as a Chapter fundraiser or for gifts. Up to 16 pages can be added, 
such as recipes, and lists of your own Chapter members, activities, and 
projects. I will gladly help with the logistics of budgets, design, and ordering.  
Please remember to consider our auditorium/ballroom as a beautiful and very 
adaptable venue for your private parties and entertaining, and consider our 
wonderful CDA Cookbook for entertaining, as gifts, or as a chapter 
fundraiser. Bon Appetit! And God Bless America! 
 

Garden and Grounds Committee 

Charlotte Van Horne Squarcy, Chair, reports:  

My thanks to members of the committee and contributors through Garden 
Godmothers and/or purchase of scarves in supporting our committee's 
accomplishments in reimagining our very special garden at the Mt. Vernon 
Hotel Museum.  
             
This past year we tackled a variety of projects: a thorough cleanup of pest-
loving ivy habitat, instituting a lawn care program, improving the soil of 
planter beds, planting of hundreds of bulbs including perpetual 
tulips, enhancing signage for the herbs in the kitchen garden, planting a 32 sq. 
ft. flower and vegetable garden, planting seasonal begonias, and having Mr. 
Wyer put seasonal flower arrangements in the planter boxes, as well 
as establishing a new bed of 62 plants for a perennial garden plot under the 
ivy chain for summer color with entwined soaker hoses.  
              
This last, large project was based on the research and design of our committee 
member, Kathi Chulick, who not only researched period-appropriate plantings 
but also is credited with making the design in honor of our blue, yellow with 
white CDA colors. Thank you, Kathi!  
              
I hope you have enjoyed the garden yourselves and come to realize its 
importance to the programming function of the Museum. If you can to 
contribute any amount, know that your donations will be specifically spent on 
The Azalea Fund this next year which will replace the brambles on the front, 
southeast end of the property, giving a much more welcoming face of the 
Colonial Dames to the public. 
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Liaison Committee:  Chapter Development, Regional Activities, and 
Inter-Society Interactions 

 
Brantley B. Knowles, Chair, reports: 
 
We are pleased to have formed two new chapters this year. Chapter XXXVIII-
Santa Barbara chartered in September 2017 and now has over 30 members. 
The founding president is Kathi Chulick. Chapter XXXIX-Birmingham was 
chartered in February 2017, and now has 44 members. The founding president 
is Connie Grund. Our CDA claims office has done a masterful job processing 
and aiding these two new chapters.  
 
A successful CDA Western Regional meeting was held in January 2017, 
beautifully hostessed by Chapter XX-Los Angeles. Chapter president, Cher 
Sesma, was a wonderful organizer. Additional chapters in attendance were: 
Chapter XXXVIII-Santa Barbara and Chapter XXV-Phoenix. The theme was 
"Chapter Triumphs and Challenges."  
 
Including the Parent Chapter, CDA now totals 40 total chapters in the United 
States and Europe. CDA membership is over 2000 members. 
 
CDA has participated in number of collaborative events with other societies, 
including the Society of Mayflower Descendants, the Society of Colonial 
Wars, the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America, and the 
Jamestowne Society. Collaborations strengthen and cross-pollinate our 
societies. 

Library & Archives Committee 

Beverley W. Sherrid, Chair, reports:  

In February, 1916, Sarah Bernhart visited the city of Shreveport and received 
all the members of Chapter VI in her private reception room, where each 
Dame presented the “Divine” Sarah with a perfect La France rose. Our diarist 
noted contentedly that, later that day, Miss Bernhardt received only one 
member of each Federated Club.   
 
Our archives are filled with such records. This past year we received a request 
from an art history student researching city monuments. She had found 
references to a Henry Hudson Memorial erected by the Dames, in 1909, but 
little other information. Our files quickly yielded photographs, the names of 
the designer and sculptor, an engraved invitation to the dedication, and a first-
hand account of the ceremony. 
 
Our committee is devoted to conserving and recording these papers and 
memorabilia, a unique record of the activities of the socially prominent 
women who form The Colonial Dames of America. 
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Membership Committee 
 
Heather W. Speas, Chair, reports: 
 
The Membership Committee of The Colonial Dames of America has had a 
very productive year this year.  The committee met regularly to discuss 
various ideas for membership recruitment, engagement, and retention.  The 
Membership Committee hosted two Membership Evenings, in October and 
March, which were well attended by members, candidates, and prospective 
candidates.  
 
 
As of May 1, 2017, there are 272 active members, eight emerita members, six 
courtesy members, and four Daughter Dames in the Parent Chapter.   There 
are currently fourteen active candidates.  There were seven deaths, three 
resignations, and no Daughter Dames were activated to junior status.   
 
The Parent Chapter welcomes seven new members: 
 
 Victoria Weld Bergstrom 
      (ancestor: William Brewster) 
  
 Eugenie Roussel Harrison 
      (ancestor: Samuel Bass) 
  
 Nancy Wheaton Langer 
     (ancestor: Charles Washington) 
 
 Lisa Breedlove Lesko 
      (ancestor: John Armistead) 
 
 Angela Parks Masand 
      (ancestor: Thomas Catlin) 
 
 Jennifer Weld Scheuermann 
      (ancestor: William Brewster) 
 
 Patricia Hunter Standish 
      (ancestor: John Armistead) 
 
Thank you to the Membership Committee and to Sharon Vaino, President 
General, for a wonderful year. 
 
 

Museum Committee Report 
 

Catherine C. Brawer, Chair, reports: 
 
The Museum Committee guided the Museum staff this year in the expansion 
of its collection through acquisitions, gifts, and long-term loans.  Private 
collector, Allen Miller, with whom we worked in the fall on the ceramics 
exhibition, generously donated two mirrors for the Ladies’ Parlor, a set of 
Canova pattern transferware, three fancy chairs, and Adams Rose ceramics. 
The latter two were the first pieces of the period study collection, a subset that 
allows visitors to touch and interact with period objects from the early 
nineteenth century. A donation from the Rosenthal Foundation funded the 
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acquisition of a breakfast table and two bell lanterns that hung in Lemon Hill, 
a property previously maintained by CDA Chapter II-Philadelphia. Finally, a 
long-term loan was negotiated with the King Manor Museum for four 
nineteenth-century side chairs and a washstand. All of these additions to the 
collection help the Museum more fully interpret the Mount Vernon Hotel, 
thereby enhancing the visitor experience. 
 
 
 

Committee on Organizational Structure 
 

Carol M. Lynch, Chair, reports: 
 
The focus of the Committee on Organizational Structure this year was the 
incorporation of the chapters.  Several years ago, the committee determined 
that it would be in the best interests of the chapters and the Parent Chapter for 
the chapters to incorporate as stand-alone entities because incorporation of the 
chapters would limit the liability of the members of the chapters as well as the 
Parent Chapter’s liability.  Incorporation provides a significant benefit to the 
chapters and is done at the Society’s (considerable) expense. 
 
To date, the committee has prepared incorporation documents for the thirty-
one chapters that had expressed an interest in incorporating in Washington 
DC.  Of those chapters, twenty-seven have been incorporated in Washington 
DC.  The following ten chapters have fully completed the incorporation 
process: 
 
Chapter I   Baltimore, Maryland 
Chapter VII  Nashville, Tennessee 
Chapter VIII     Houston, TX 
Chapter IX  Lexington, Kentucky 
Chapter XVIII  Springfield, Ohio 
Chapter XIX  Florida, Everglades 
Chapter XXI  Dallas, Texas 
Chapter XXII  Michigan 
Chapter XXIII Virginia 
Chapter XXX  Venice, Florida 
 
I would like to thank Deb McWilliams who was instrumental in getting 
several chapters through the final stage of the incorporation process.  If your 
chapter was not one of the chapters which have fully completed the 
incorporation process just listed, please contact me as soon as possible so that 
we can complete the incorporation process.  The Society has taken the action 
that it can take on its own.  It is now up to the chapters to finish the process.  
If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or the 
CDA office. 
 
Many thanks to our President General and other committee members.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 
 

Personnel Committee 
 

Rebecca H. Madsen, Chair, reports:  
 
I am pleased to report that the evaluations for personnel at the CDA were 
excellent this year and that we have a smoothly functioning office with a 
positive atmosphere. The Personnel Committee recommended raises for all 
employees who had been at the CDA for at least a year as of the date of this 
annual meeting, and our recommendation was acted upon by the Finance 
Committee and Board of Managers. 
 
 

Strategic Planning Committee 
 

Evelyn C. Aucoin, Chair, reports: 
 
For this year’s Past President General Luncheon, held in November 2017, we 
led a detailed discussion on opportunities and feedback regarding 
communication, the first tenet of the Society’s current Strategic Plan.  The 
Chair of the Communication Committee, Sharri Whiting, graciously co-led 
the discussion.  
 
Our committee was once again invited to participate in the Roundtable session 
held in conjunction with the Annual Meeting, using that valuable forum for 
feedback and input from our membership. For this year’s topic, the second 
tenet of the society’s Strategic Plan was the conversation catalyst: 
Engagement and Connection. 
 
I extend my most heartfelt appreciation to the other members of the committee 
this year: Heather Speas, Audrey Svensson, Laurie Aldinger, Charlotte 
Christian, Patricia Kryder, and Beverley Young. Your willingness to give of 
your time and talents to this effort is sincerely appreciated. 
 
The committee also thanks our President General for her endless support and 
vision with regard to the future of our cherished society. 
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REPORTS OF THE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 
 

 
Chapter I - Baltimore, Maryland 

Chartered in 1892 
Officers 2016-2017 

 
President…………………………………………..………..…Martha C. Peter 
First Vice-President…………………………….……....…Caroline S. Wayner 
Treasurer………………………………………….….....……Jane D. Kennedy 
Recording Secretary………………………………..…………Eleanor G. May 
Corresponding Secretary………….……………..…..……Beverley W. Young 
Registrar…………………………………………..……Jean S. Kouwenhoven 

 
We solicited donations from our members for the chapter mission objectives 
together with the dues notices as has been our practice for many years.  
However, this past year instead of giving our members the option of choosing 
what projects they wanted to designate we simply asked for unspecified 
donations to be made.  This approach proved to be less successful than the 
board had hoped.  Therefore, we intend to return to our former method and 
allow our members to make their own choices for their donations. 
 
A fundraiser/cocktail party was held again at the home of Mrs. Dennis Lee 
Peters (Louisa Hall Custis Pearre) in Roland Park, Baltimore on Saturday 
evening, October 22, 2016, to support the scholarships fund that benefits St. 
Mary’s College and Washington College.  One third of the ticket price was 
designated for the scholarships fund.  The party proved very successful in 
terms of both the cost of the program and a good turnout.  All in all it was a 
very successful party.  We raised more than we did the year before in support 
of our scholarships fund.  The chapter by way of the membership drive fund 
paid for the tickets for several prospective members most of whom voiced 
their interest in Colonial Dames of America and resulted in one new candidate 
and reinvigorated several other candidates.    
 
Hampton National Historic Site continues to be an important part of Chapter 
I’s mission.  However, this past year was quiet and so we are focusing on 
building up our funds for Hampton.     
 
Chapter I gave support to The Mount Vernon Hotel Museum and Gardens in 
the amount of $250 which we hope will become a tradition of interest and 
support.  
 
Our long standing Christmas Tea was held Friday afternoon, December 9, 
2015 at Deep Run Farm the home of Anne “Bee” Peck and her husband Bill.  
Their beautifully decorated home evoked the Christmas spirit and again Tom 
and Beverley Young’s eggnog was enjoyed by all.  This party is a gift of the 
board of managers to the chapter and has always provided delightful holiday 
cheer. 
 
Chapter I is scheduled to hold its annual meeting for 2016-17 at the Green 
Spring Valley Hunt Club, Owings Mills, on Friday, April 7, 2016.  This is 
Chapter I’s 125th Anniversary as our Charter was granted on April 8, 1892.  
The program will include a lecture “Class by the Glass:  The Role of Imported 
Wine Consumption in Early American Society” by Catherine Burnett a former 
curator at the Baltimore Museum of Art. A luncheon will follow including 
Madeira served with dessert.   
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Administratively, we are facing ever increasing operating expenses which 
give us ever increasing challenges as to balancing our budget.  The finance 
committee recommended and the board of managers approved several 
resolutions re: financial policy this year.  An audit committee was created, a 
Reserve fund and a Membership Recruitment fund were established.  Policies 
were set re: grants for our mission objectives, investments, record keeping, 
new member dues on a pro-rata basis, and Robert‘s Rules of Order was 
adopted. Currently, a manual for the board is being put together.   The board 
of chapter managers has continued to work on meeting its responsibilities of 
running a non-profit business along with the support of the CDA board and 
especially the committee that assisted with the incorporation and the CDA 
treasurer.   
 
 

Chapter II - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Chartered in 1895 

Officers 2016-2017 
President ............................... ……………………………………Lynn S. Klein 
First Vice-President ....... ………………………………..………Jane E. Eppley 
Second Vice-President…………………………… ................... Sarah C. Lange 
Treasurer……………………………………………………….Jane M. Eppley 
Recording Secretary…. ............................................................ Anna K. Iredale 
Corresponding Secretary………………………………………Anna K. Iredale 
Registrar………………………………………………………..Sharon D. Holt 
 
2016 was a year of tremendous challenge and success for our Chapter – we 
have learned a lot!   After nearly 70 years, our mission as lessees of Lemon 
Hill Mansion came to its conclusion.  This necessitated a large “moving out” 
and sale of our collection.   
 
We were fortunate to have financial resources to engage professional guidance 
as we went through this detailed process.  We consulted attorneys specializing 
in non-profit entities and hired an independent curator to assist in the 
documentation of our collection items.  Our aim was to be completely 
transparent and to adhere to the very best practices.  After submitting to a full 
review of our change of mission to the Pennsylvania Attorney General, our 
collection was offered at a public auction on November 26, 2016 at 
Freeman’s.  The sale realized nearly $240,000, 100% of which will now be 
directed toward our new mission focusing on scholarships and education. 
 
As we “tidy up” the loose ends of this very large undertaking in the coming 
year, our Chapter looks forward to reengaging our membership -- which 
currently stands at 45 -- and offering fun opportunities for outings and 
education.  We have formed a Scholarship Committee and will be awarding 
money to candidates studying historic conservation and preservation -- 
particularly in the decorative arts -- in the Philadelphia area.   
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Chapter III - Washington, DC 
Chartered in 1898 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President ...................................................................Col. Mary Lowe Mayhugh 
First Vice-President .............................................................Priscilla T. Roberts 
Second Vice- President........................................................... Jane C. McSwain 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Martina P. Caputy 
Recording Secretary ...................................................................Christie Martin 
Corresponding Secretary ........................................................ Linda H. Aguirre 
Registrar ......................................................................... Barbara H. Carpenter 
 
As I move into my final term as President of Chapter III, I marvel at the 
generosity, dedication and vitality of our chapter’s  “highly accomplished 
women”.  We continue to execute the 4 strategic goals we established in 2014 
to ensure we remain a strong and viable chapter as well as demonstrate the 
value that the Colonial Dames of America brings to our communities.  
 
Those four goals of our Chapter III are: 
 
- Strengthen our partnership with the National Park Service (NPS) and                                                                        
develop a long-term maintenance plan for the Abner Cloud House  
 
-  Identify key acquisitions and improve the historical displays in the House 
 
-  Grow Membership and broaden participation in events 
 
- Expand community partnerships and increase awareness of our    
organization. 
 
As we enter our 40th year since undertaking the rescue of the Abner Cloud 
House, our chapter continues to make significant strides in our partnership 
with the National Park Service. CDA is now part of a group of volunteer 
organizations that meet to discuss issues of mutual concern about the park 
areas along the C&O Canal and evaluate ways that we can better 
communicate and support each other.  This is an important step forward to 
help us ensure our much loved Fletcher’s Cove and ACH are included in any 
activities or future plans for the area.  We are currently in the process of 
evaluating bids to address several structural issues with the House including 
the electric, the roof and window ledges. The roof will present a major 
financial undertaking with estimated repairs of $80,000.  We have meetings 
scheduled with the NPS in mid-May to discuss strategies to secure funds for 
the roof replacement and other maintenance projects.  
 
We are nearly complete with our second goal of updating our interpretation 
and historical displays of the House.   This past year our focus was on the 
bedroom/nursery update on the third floor of the House.   I am pleased to 
report we are almost finished with this project.  This was in great part to the 
many generous donations of our members and our very dear Dames in 
Philadelphia.  A cradle and flycatcher donated from Philadelphia as part of the 
closure of Lemon Hill, served as the cornerstone for this project.  This was 
followed by a generous donation of a collection of antique toys from Dame 
Dorothy Nagle.   The project continued its momentum with enormous support 
from Kay Titus, who underwrote and hosted a cocktail party and auction, on 
October 16th, at the ACH. The party featured wines from around the globe as 
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well as an auction, which offered a seated dinner for eight and the furniture in 
the second floor former office.   
  
The generosity continued with a wonderful donation of a pine rope bed from 
Jane McSwain and Bill Sturtevant. The bed had been in Bill’s family for many 
years and is dated from the late 1700’s. We had a “roping party” during our 
March open house, after our board meeting, to put the bed together and 
organize the room.  Kay Titus used her talents to make a mattress for the bed.  
To add to the ambience of the room we received donations of a “potty” chair 
from Dorothy Nagle, toys from Amy Millen and dolls and doll clothing from 
Linda Aguirre. We are very proud to showcase this fabulous room.  
 
Our membership remains strong and vibrant as we continue to grow our 
membership and recruit many “highly accomplished women” to our chapter.   
Our chapter has 91 Dames with 12 candidates in various stages of application.     
 
We had a great year of programs, which began in September with a splendid 
presentation by Kay Titus about our constitution -- quite appropriate on the 
15th anniversary of 9-11.   In December, we held our annual Pomander Ball 
demonstration and offered a music repertoire by our Dame Melanie May who 
played her mountain dulcimer.  In January, we held our 12th Night Party, 
hosted by Linda Aguirre and Christie Martin, which was a splendid holiday 
event at our beloved ACH.  Our annual meeting was at the Chevy Chase Club 
on Thursday, April 6. Robin Dougherty was our hostess and chair.   The event 
featured Jim Johnson, who came highly recommended by several of our 
members, and discussed his highly acclaimed book, "From Slave Ship to 
Harvard”.   The book is a true story of an African American family in 
Maryland over six generations and presented a unique narrative of black 
struggle and achievement from paintings, photographs, books, diaries, court 
records, legal documents, and oral histories. 
 
Looking forward, our biannual benefit is scheduled for Sunday, October 1st at 
the Army Navy Country Club; and Priscilla Roberts will be our chairwomen. 
As in the past, it will be a wonderful event with Priscilla in the lead!  
 
In support of our community outreach we held our second “Excellence in 
History” awards on April 2nd.  Our Scholarship Chair Robin Dougherty 
organized this important event where we presentenced 8 students from the 
Palisades community schools -- St. Patrick’s, Lab, and Our Lady of Victory, 
with certificates and cash awards for their work in colonial and early 
American History. The projects presented were very engaging and the 
students were extremely proud of their awards. This program is a valuable 
tool to bring the Dames closer to their local community.      
 
We held eight open houses this past year and thanks to the dedication and 
commitment of our Docent Co-Chairs, Dames Robin Crosby, and Chrisanna 
Waldrop, we saw significant increases in our visitors to the House.  This was 
in part due to placing notices in the local newspapers about our open house 
details and pushing NPS to include the dates their website.  
 
Our success as a chapter is due to the strong commitment of our Board of 
Managers and members who unselfishly dedicate their time and talents to our 
mission of education and preservation.  These untiring efforts ensure we 
appreciate the sacrifices our ancestors made so we can fully embrace the value 
of the freedoms and liberties our nation provides its citizens.   
 



21 
 

   Chapter IV - Paris, France 
Chartered in 1901 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President………………………………………...….…Marina Eloy-Jacquillat 
1st Vice President………………………………………Evelyn S. Cheuvreux 
Treasurer…………………………………Stephanie P. de La Rochefoucauld 
Recording Secretary…………………….………….…………..Susan F. Train 
Corresponding Secretary………………….……………………Susan F. Train 
Registrar………………………………….……………. Evelyn S. Cheuvreux 
 

Chapter IV Paris has eleven members and meets regularly. We continue to 
have interesting programs including our ongoing project working with the 
Hermione. 

 
Chapter V - San Francisco, California, 

Chartered in 1902 
Officers 2016-2017 

 
President ......... ……………………………………………….Susan T. Johnson 
First Vice-President………………………...…………Sharon W. Garrison 
Treasurer ..... …………………………………….…….Carol W. Kleyensteuber 
Recording Secretary……………………….………………… ... Sandra Schaad 
Corresponding Secretary……………………………..……… ... Sandra Schaad 
Registrar ... …………………………….……………….…Rebecca S. Viebrock 
 

Chapter V, Colonial Dames of America, has 30 members throughout the 
Northern California area. We hold our meetings on the first Wednesday of 
October, December, February, and April (our annual meeting). 
 
Our Vice President, Sharon Garrison, presented a wonderful selection of 
programs. They covered topics from the Cameron-Stanford house (our award-
winning project focus), to how the religious beliefs of our Founding Fathers 
influenced the Constitution, to Pearl Harbor, and then Lafayette! She also 
established an email account to disseminate news to the chapter Board and/or 
members at the tap of a key, and designed beautiful invitations to each 
meeting. She also spent hours editing and formatting pictures from Charlotte 
Squarcy so that all chapters will have Dropbox access to a program on our 
beautiful garden. 
 
The Santa Barbara Chapter's chartering was attended by President Susan 
Johnson and Vice President Sharon Garrison. It was an honor to be invited 
and to share such a special occasion with President Kathi Chulick and her new 
chapter members! 
 
The bonus to me was a long, wonderful drive, to and from Santa Barbara, with 
my vice president. It helped to cement yet another working relationship and 
friendship within CDA. 
 
Chapter V was represented at the 2016 Annual Meeting by a record number of 
members. Sandy Schaad and I were both present for the unfurling of our 
Chapter V donated 38 star flag -- and all of the other meetings and festivities. 
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We lost a Chapter V past president in 2016, Jean McNew. She was a  dynamic 
force for many California heritage associations, including serving as 
California State Regent of DAR. I am a member because my "other 
Mother"(and Rebecca Viebrock) told me that I should. Thank you, ladies!! 
 
The chapter continues to grow. This next year has several ladies working on 
their papers and several more are to be introduced to the members soon. We 
continue to give a $2000 scholarship to a deserving University of California 
student. She will be graduating this spring. 
 
I am very proud of my members and their contributions to CDA. It has been a 
pleasure to serve as Chapter V President. 
 

 
Chapter VI - Shreveport, Louisiana 

Chartered in 1910 
Officers 2016-2017 

 
President …………………………………………….……Martha W. Johnson 
1st Vice President……………………………….…..…Josephine G. Carmody 
Treasurer………………………….….………………………Mary H. Richard 
Recording Secretary………………….…………………..…..Mary H. Richard 
Registrar……………………….……………………..….Martha H. Thompson 
 
It was with regret that we report the loss of our beloved long time member, 
Emma Sims Boyd who passed away on December 1, 2016 at the age of 103. 
She had not missed a meeting in many years until 2016, and had served in 
numerous capacities throughout her many years of service including attending 
the annual meeting in New York. She particularly enjoyed serving as Book 
Review Chairman. Emma believed strongly in The Colonial Dames of 
America, its purpose and the work our small chapter has continued. 
 
Two Students shared the 2017 Awards for "Outstanding Student in American 
History" at Centenary College whose History Department commended the 
awards as "thoughtfully established and supported by the Colonial Dames of 
America, Chapter 6." 
 
Recommended were Sophia Kiser, a senior, minoring in history; Connor 
Harwood, a junior, majoring in political science. "Both of these young women 
have distinguished themselves in several courses, particularly with their 
excellent essays in American Social and Intellectual History. Their impressive 
work can be traced to their own high standards as well as to their energy and 
intellectual curiosity." 
 
It was our pleasure to present these awards at the Annual Student Convocation 
on April 6, 2017. 
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Chapter VII - Nashville, Tennessee 
Chartered in 1926 

Officers 2016 - 2017 
 

President ………………………………………….………….Gail M. Holman 
1st Vice President…………………………………………..Danya K. Downey 
2nd Vice President…..…………………………………….Barbara A. McCoin 
3rd Vice President…..………………………………….……Kathryn S. Dixon 
Treasurer………………………………………………………..Joan L. Cherry 
Recording Secretary………………………………………..Beth A. Campbell 
Corresponding Secretary………………………………….Elizabeth W. James 
Registrar………………………………………………………...Sondra G. Lee 
 
Chapter VII held their Fall Luncheon on September 30, 2016, at the Centennial 
Club in Nashville. Guest speaker Fletch Coke, with the Nashville City Cemetery 
Association, gave a very interesting program titled, “A Walk through Nashville 
History”. A donation was made by Chapter VII to the Nashville City Cemetery 
Association whose mission is to protect, preserve, restore and raise public 
awareness of the oldest continuously operated public cemetery in Nashville.  
 
Our annual meeting and luncheon will be held on Friday, April 28, 2017 at The 
Centennial Club in Nashville. Chapter member, Mrs. Robert T. Baskette will be 
giving the program entitled: “THE INTIMATE LIVES OF THE FOUNDING 
FATHERS, BY THOMAS FLEMING, ROMANTICS & RASCALS, A LIGHT 
HEARTED REVIEW”  
 
With over 90 members and in its 91st year of service, Chapter VII is proud to 
continue as part of The Colonial Dames of America by providing a variety of 
interesting and historical programs and projects. 

 
 

Chapter VIII – Houston, Texas 
Chartered in 1928 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President…………………………………………………………Lisa H. Lents 
1st Vice President…………………………………………Judith S. Rosenthal 
2nd Vice President………………………………………….Gina C. Bouchard 
Treasurer…………………………………………………..Cherry R. Calender 
Recording Secretary………………………………………….Cindy L. Rucker 
Corresponding Secretary………………………………...Laura-Hill H. Taylor 
Registrar…………………………………………………….Olga C. McLaren 
 
This has been a happy, fun year for the Dames of Chapter VIII!  Being 
installed as a new president at our Annual Conference was such an honor for 
me.  I am happy to call each and every one of these ladies my friend!   
 
We started off with a wonderful BOM luncheon and meeting at Houston’s 
historic River Oaks Country Club.  Everyone was happy to find that we will 
be an effective, active, but “easy going” Board.  For my first year as president, 
I was honored to have my Great-Aunt, Gina Bouchard, and my daughter, 
Jessica McCreary, serving with me! 
 
We continue to meet at the fabulous Tony’s restaurant in Houston, where the 
private room is just large enough for us and the food is exquisite.  For our Fall 
Conference in October; my daughter and I were thrilled to be asked to be the 
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speakers, as everyone was excited to learn of the progress at the St. Kitts 
Middle Island Cemetery and St. Anglican Church.  Jessica and I brought all of 
the chapter members jewelry made by the local “Kittitians” and gave a Power 
Point presentation, so that all can see what has been done and what is still 
needed. 
 
After this presentation; I announced that our Chapter project under my tenure, 
was to find out more about the British officers that were buried on the island 
of St. Kitts: Where did they come from what led them so far from home? Did 
they leave any wives and/or children in England or on the island?  Did some 
of the soldiers make it back to their ancestral homes?  We are working on this 
now. 
 
Our Annual Meeting in February almost broke fire code for our private dining 
room!  Our speaker was a member and immediate Past President General of 
the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution.  Mrs. Lynn 
Forney Young gave a wonderful presentation which she titled “The Woman 
Behind The Marquis de Lafayette”.   We all learned a lot from her speech; but 
when time came for questions, everyone wanted to know about her audience 
with Queen Elizabeth rather than the subject she so eloquently spoke on.  Mrs. 
Young graciously spoke for an extra ten minutes about meeting the Queen. 
 
Five new Board of Managers were elected to office, (the registrar kindly 
repeating her term) at the Annual Meeting as well, and it was bittersweet for 
this President. 
 
This year we will give a donation to CDA for restoration purposes, and we are 
giving four fabulous Descendants of Dames scholarships to further their 
education.  Each young lady’s school of choice will be sent $4,250.00. 
 
It has been a great year for Colonial Dames’ Chapter VIII and I must say that I 
could not have managed all of it without the amazingly capable Evelyn 
Aucoin as my advisor and Olga McLaren as registrar. 

 
 

Chapter IX – Lexington, Kentucky 
Chartered in 1929 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President………………………………………………….Jeanette R. Wortham 
1st Vice President………………………………………..……Jeanie R. Moore 
Treasurer………………………………………………...………Nancy H. Lutz 
Recording Secretary……………………………………………Alice P. Taylor 
Corresponding Secretary…………………………………Jeanette R. Wortham 
Registrar……………………………………………...………Sharon L. Clouse 
 
Chapter IX meetings are held on the second Thursday of June and October in 
the Lexington area unless otherwise noted. Notices of details of meetings are 
mailed.  Annual dues of $50.00 are payable to the chapter treasurer before 31 
October of each year. Members whose dues are in arrears for greater than six 
months are dropped from membership. Life membership, available to an 
active member who has been such for at least fifteen years, is $500.00.  
 
This Chapter allows $1,000.00 annually for the maintenance of the Colonial 
Dames “room” in the McDowell Shrine in Danville, Kentucky, and $1,000.00 
annually to the Margaret I. King Rare Book Department of the Library of the 
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University of Kentucky for a graduate student, under the supervision of the 
Director of Archives, to assist in archival restoration of records.  
 
Chapter IX also supports the McDowell House National Historic Landmark in 
Danville, Kentucky, which features the 18th century house, apothecary, and 
gardens of pioneer surgeon Dr. Ephraim McDowell (1771 – 1830).  Dr. 
McDowell’s great-grandfather, Ephraim McDowell, was born in Ireland, 
1673, emigrated to America in 1729, and later settled in Virginia, where he is 
credited with building the first road across the Blue Ridge. His grandson, 
Samuel, was a member of the House of Burgesses, a soldier in a Virginia 
Company at Braddock's defeat, and a member of the Williamsburg 
Convention in 1776. After the Revolutionary War, President Washington 
appointed Samuel United States Judge for Kentucky. Samuel presided over all 
ten conventions to form a constitution for Kentucky. Samuel’s son, Ephraim, 
moved with the family to Kentucky as a boy of twelve. To study medicine, 
Ephraim traveled to Virginia, then the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. In 
1795, he opened his medical practice in Danville, Kentucky. In 1802, he 
married Sarah Shelby, daughter of Isaac Shelby, the first governor of 
Kentucky.  

 
 

Chapter X - Rome, Italy 
Chartered in 1930 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President…………………………………….….…….Sharri Whiting De Masi 
1st Vice President…………………………..……………Flavia O. Accolti-Gil 
Treasurer………………………………………..……………….Ann P. Siravo 
Recording Secretary………………………..…..……………Sheila C. Danielli 
Registrar …………………………….……………………….Suzanne T. Festa 

 
Chapter X - Rome continued with its support of the historic Non-Catholic 
Cemetery in Rome. We participated as a chapter, in fall 2016, in the 300th 
anniversary of the cemetery, Including various events commemorating its 
founding as the Old Protestant Burying Ground. Our member, Ann Pulver, has 
become a regular volunteer in the cemetery's visitor's center, while chapter 
President Sharri Whiting has assisted the local DAR chapter in marking the 
graves of three of their former members buried in the cemetery in the mid-
twentieth century. Chapter X’s research materials and biographies, of the 
deceased, were shared for these events. 
 
The chapter formally met twice during the last year, while meeting informally 
on several occasions. Non-resident Rome chapter members and courtesy 
members enjoyed getting together with Rome-based members in New York 
during the 2016 Annual Meeting. 
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Chapter XI - London, England 
Chartered in 1930 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President………………………….………………………….Anne K. Brewster 
First Vice-President…………….…………….………………Nancy D. Gough 
Second Vice-President .... …………………………………….Barbara S. Carse 
Treasurer ... ……………………………………..…………….Barbara S. Carse 
Recording Secretary…………………………….….…….....Linda Waterhouse 
Corresponding Secretary .... …………………………………Nancy R. Rousset 
Registrar…………………………………….…………Christina Darrel-Brown 
 

Chapter XI had two formal business meetings in 2016.  There were also a few 
informal meetings among some of the Dames to discuss possible events or 
donations that the chapter might undertake. 
 
Our first meeting was held on Friday the 13th of May.  We had a good group 
of 10 and tried a new place to eat, The Ivy’s Kensington branch on 
Kensington High Street in London.  The Ivy Kensington is an off-shoot of the 
original Ivy (restaurant), in Covent Garden, established one hundred years 
ago. 
 
The second meeting of the year was held at Isabella Cunynghame’s house on 
Tuesday the 6th of December.  At this meeting the annual accounts for Chapter 
XI were approved.  Anne Brewster announced that she would be standing 
down as President of the chapter and proposed Isabella for president.  This 
was seconded and approved.  We thanked Anne for the great job she has done 
for the last six years. The rest of the officers for the chapter were re-elected 
with the addition of Anne for 2nd vice president and Barbara Carse just 
holding the office of treasurer.   
 
We have changed our focus on a prospective chapter project from a possible 
lecture at the Royal Academy of Arts on Benjamin West (1738-1820) to an 
outright donation and then an event at the Foundling Museum.  The Foundling 
Museum, in London, has many more ties with pre-revolutionary America than 
the RA.  The founder, Thomas Coram (1668-1751), came to America in the 
late 17th century and returned to England, a wealthy man, in 1705.  In 1739, 
Coram was given a Royal Charter to establish a “Hospital for the Maintenance 
and Education of Exposed and Deserted Young Children”.  One of the early 
governors of the Foundling Hospital was Francis Fauquier (1703-1768).  He 
was later Lieutenant Governor of the Virginia Colony.  There is a painting of 
Fauquier at the Foundling Museum on loan from the Coram Trust.  We are 
hoping to be able to buy the painting for the Foundling Museum. 
 
I am pleased to say that our chapter will be represented by Melissa Gadsden at 
the 127th Annual Meeting of the Dames in New York. 
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Chapter XII - St. Louis, Missouri 
Chartered in 1938 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President………………………………………..……………Margaret L. Carr 
First Vice-President……………………………..…….…….Demetra C. Kelly 
Treasurer………………………………………………………...Patsy Limpus 
Recording Secretary……………………………..…..……….…Sue R. Vesser 
Corresponding Secretary………………….….….………..Mary Jo Mordhorst 
Registrar…………………………………….……...…….Lynne M. McCreery 
 
Colonial Dames of America Chapter XII meets twice a year on October 15 
and May 15. 
 
Our business meeting is in May.  In 2017, we will be electing officers to fill 
the Registrar, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and Historian 
positions. 
 
We meet at the Saint Louis Woman’s Club, 4600 Lindell Boulevard, Saint 
Louis, MO. 
   
We have 27 members and several prospective members. 
 
Our chapter donated $600 to the Garden Fund for a dogwood tree. 
 
Some members attended the Lineage Society Fair on Saturday, June 18, 2016, 
held at the Saint Louis County Library Headquarters. 
 

Chapter XIII – Kansas City, Missouri 
Chartered in 1949 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President ………………………………………….…….…...Sue W. Brownlee 
1st Vice President……………………………….…………..Cathy B. Hedlund 
Treasurer ……………………………….……….………..….…Mary B. Frisch 
Recording Secretary………………….……..………….….….… Mary S. Mize 
Registrar ………………..………………………………..….….Vicki L. Smith 
 
Chapter XIII meets the third Wednesday of March, July, October and 
December. 
 
The location of the meeting varies. We meet at Mission Hills Country Club, 
The Forum Retirement Home, and The Bishop Spencer Place Retirement 
Home. We enjoy luncheon together and have our opening ceremony which 
includes a prayer and the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  
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Chapter XIV - Chicago, Illinois 
Chartered in 1952 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President……………………………………….…...………. Helen H. Martin 
1st Vice President……………………….………………….. Sharon W. Hare 
2nd Vice President……………………………….……… Mary V. Gustafson 
Treasurer …………………………………….…………..Luanne F. Bruckner 
Recording Secretary …………………………….…………..Sandra O. Polito 
Corresponding Secretary……………….………….………… Laura V. Donis 
Registrar………………………………………..…………..... Jayne H. Cates 
 
Chapter XIV met four times in 2016.  Our spring meeting was a delicious 
luncheon held on May 20, 2016, at the Glen Oak Country Club in Lombard, 
Illinois. A meeting was held to explain the chapter incorporation, and the 
election of the new officers was also held.  Our registrar reminded us of the 12 
steps to becoming a member of our chapter.  The program was presented by 
our member who is retired Honorable Associate Judge Susan Snow of the 
Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. She had written a play that examined 
some of our laws and how they should be interpreted.  Members of our 
chapter played the parts in the play and she had us all really thinking about 
how we would handle this case with all its many problems. 
 
On August 18, 2016, we met for our annual Fund Raiser Salad Luncheon at 
the home of Sandy Polito in Bartlett, Illinois. Each member was to mail us a 
donation and bring a salad.  Yearbooks were given to members present, and 
those not there would have them mailed to them.  The program was presented 
by Sheila Hall and was about her relative, Carrie Chapman Catt, and the 
Nineteenth Amendment.  Carrie assumed leadership of the suffragette 
movement after Susan B. Anthony died.   
 
Our most outstanding program was at a meeting which was held on October 
20, 2016, and was a tour at the recently restored historic home of Frances 
Willard in Evanston, Illinois.  We were presented a very interesting program 
by the director of her home telling about all Ms. Willard accomplished in her 
lifetime.  He described how she was ahead of her time.  She was the President 
of the Temperance Union and was known worldwide for her pursuit to 
improve the lives of women.  Frances was the first women to be placed in the 
Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.  We discussed measures that are being 
made to update what is being told about her when people see her statue in the 
Statuary Hall in the US Capitol building by our local US Representative, 
Janice Schakowsky from Evanston, Illinois.  Lunch was held afterwards at the 
Found Kitchen and Social House in Evanston, Illinois.   
 
Our final meeting was our Christmas luncheon which was held on December 
6th at the Prairie Landing Golf Club in West Chicago, Illinois.  We voted to 
donate $700 to the Mount Vernon Museum and Gardens.  $500 is to go to the 
Gardens and $200 is to go for operating expenses. 
 
Chapter XIV has gained three new members in 2016, a third has her 
application in New York and with two more prospective members working on 
their documentation. Our Registrar, Jayne, is outstanding and very helpful in 
getting new people to understand the process.   
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Chapter XV - Jackson, Mississippi 
Chartered in 1954 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President …………………………………………..….……..Ann A. Simmons 
1st Vice President …………………….….…….…………Liza S. Zimmerman 
Treasurer ……………………………..…….…………….Virginia O. Coleman 
Recording Secretary…………………..….………………….. Betty S. Bradley 
Corresponding Secretary ………………..….……………Virginia O. Coleman 
Registrar……………………………….………………………Sally R. Perkins 
 
 Having suffered the loss of long-time major contributing members, Chapter XV 
of The Colonial Dames of America has spent this past year under the leadership 
of previous president Ann Atkinson Simmons, in renewed zeal for membership 
increase.  Both outstanding members of other respected genealogical societies 
and legacies are now in the candidacy membership process, which makes the 
chapter very excited for future growth possibilities. 
 
The October, 2016, meeting was held at the River Hills Club in Jackson, 
Mississippi, with an earlier Board of Management meeting, in which ten 
proposed candidates were approved, along with review of previously proposed 
new members.   The luncheon meeting followed with speaker Dr. Myron 
Noonkester, Dean of the Ralph and Naomi Noonkester School of Arts and 
Letters at William Carey University in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  He spoke to the 
chapter about the early significance of sheriffs in the nation’s beginnings, in 
Virginia, and just how powerful and important that position was then. 
 
Our Mary Flowers Hendrix Nursing Scholarship report was given by Martha 
Ball, which is administered by MUW, Mississippi University of Women. We 
have approximately $30,800.00 in the fund. We will give approximately 
$1,100.00 in scholarships this year.  
Chapter XV is still spearheading the Chapter Project, which was begun several 
years ago in Marion County. Old records from the Marion County Courthouse 
have been rescued and now the second phase of digitization has begun. These 
are some of the oldest records in the state. Our president is calling for volunteers 
to transcribe metadata and the spring meeting in Jackson at The Capitol Club, 
will feature Dr. Susannah Ural, who will speak on “The Mississippi Digital 
Courthouse Project.”  Dr. Ural is also President of The Mississippi Historical 
Society.  President Simmons plans to invite several genealogical societies to 
assist in the project, which will enhance opportunities for membership 
involvement.  
 
We as a chapter, are very  proud of all of the fine work that our Society’s officers 
have been doing in so many areas, especially in reaching out to chapters for 
more involvement and regional meetings.  
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Chapter XVI - Des Moines, Iowa 
Chartered in 1955 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President……………………………………………………. Roberta S. Parks 
1st Vice President……………………………………….……….Nan S. Keith 
2nd Vice President………………………………….……….Ann T. Davidson 
Treasurer …………………………………………….……Myrtle L.Van Dyke 
Recording Secretary………………………………………. Donna S. Luepker 
Corresponding Secretary…………………………………. Donna S. Luepker 
Registrar …………………………………………..…...Raygena K. Garringer 
 
Chapter XVI Des Moines has twenty-one members and meets regularly. We 
continue to have interesting programs. 

 
Chapter XVII - Palm Beach, Florida 

Chartered in 1964 
Officers 2016-2017 

President ………………………………………………….…….Edith H. Eglin 
1st Vice President………………….…………………..…….. Robin Azqueta 
Treasurer ……………………………………………………Grace G. Brown 
Recording Secretary………………………………………….. Lucy G. Bauer 
Corresponding Secretary ……………………………Donna H. Lloyd George 
Registrar…………………………………..………………… Anne M. Hurley 
 
April 5, 2017, marked the end of our formal year with a luncheon and Annual 
Meeting in the Pannill Pavilion of the Hulitar Sculpture Garden (both of which 
are named for living members of our chapter) at The Society of the Four Arts.  
Four of our members gave interesting and amusing short talks about their 
ancestors along with the usual annual reports. 
 
The Education Committee Chairman reported on the second prong of the 
chapter's three-year collaboration with Oxbridge Academy and the Historical 
Society of Palm Beach County.  Worried that funding cutbacks have diluted 
the teaching of history in our public schools, our chapter is engaged in 
producing videos for Florida high school curricula which will fill that gap. 
 
Our February meeting, as usual, was attended by many members of CDA’s 
Board of Managers, who had come to Palm Beach to attend the dinner dance 
given by our chapter and the Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Florida.  
It was held at the home of Mrs. C. J. van Hoek, a past president of Chapter 
XVII, followed by cocktails around the pool.  Our speaker, architect 
Rick Gonzalez, gave a talk about the development of West Palm Beach and 
the problems of planning, traffic, building construction, and the like, followed 
by a spirited question and answer period. 
 
Later that month, our annual bridge luncheon took place for about 60 guests.  
This event helps to fund the $6000 of contributions which we make each year 
to institutions that support historic preservation, the advancement of literacy, 
education, the arts, and genealogical research. 
 
The Palm Beach Chapter has an enthusiastic membership, aged 40 to 95, 50 
percent of whom live in Southeastern Florida all year.  Our opening meeting 
in early December was held at the headquarters of the Preservation 
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Foundation of  Palm Beach with a talk by their newly appointed Executive 
Director, Ms. Amanda Skier, on the projects being undertaken in our town and 
the various ways to protect our architectural heritage.  Afterwards, the 
members were given the chapter's "Blue Book" to peruse and enjoyed tea in 
the Foundation's Research Library. 
 

 
Chapter XVIII - Springfield, Ohio 

Chartered in 1980 
Officers 2016-2017 

 
President …………………………………….……….…….…..Mary S. Miller 
1st Vice President………………………….……….……..Cynthia H. Valente 
Treasurer…………………………………..………….. Jeanne H. Lampe-Ray 
Recording Secretary …………………………..………….Cynthia H. Valente 
Corresponding Secretary………………………..……………. Lynne H. Linn 
Registrar ………………………………………..……….…….Mary S. Miller 

 
The meetings of Chapter XVIII were held in May, September, December of   
2016 and in March of 2017, at the Springfield Country Club.  Luncheon 
program topics included Presidential trivia;, a review of the Mary M. Miller (a 
founding chapter member) collection of pamphlets and books of Springfield 
and Clark County history, architecture, families and buildings in the 
possession of her daughter, Mary S. Miller; a viewing and explanation of 
blocks in a patriotic friendship quilt, made and owned by our chapter 
president;, and the history of various Christmas symbols. 
 
Chapter XVIII continues to support the Parent Chapter and the Mount Vernon 
Hotel Museum and will support various local historical groups whenever 
possible. 
 
Chapter XVIII lost its last remaining founder in November of 2016 and 
another member in January of 2017.  Two prospective members have had 
their blue slips approved and now await the completion of worksheets. 
Chapter members continue to use the Colonial Dames of America website and 
enjoy the Book Award Committee recommendations. 
 

Chapter XIX – Florida Everglades 
Chartered in 1982 

Officers 2016-2017 
President……………………………..……...….Maureen L. McGowan-Singer 
First Vice-President………………………….……..……Elizabeth D. Fletcher  
Second Vice-President……………………………..…..…Marilyn R. Giancola 
Treasurer…………………………………………………….…Janie B. Brown 
Recording Secretary……………………………….….....Barbara E. Messere                                        
Corresponding Secretary………………………………...……Patricia A. Sikes 
Registrar………………………………………………………..Marcia L. Love 

Chapter XIX covers a wide geographical range with members located in 
dispersed areas, particular on the Southeast and Southwest Coasts of Florida.  
The focus the past year, and in the upcoming year, will be on celebrating and 
learning about our Colonial ancestors and their histories.  By providing the 
membership with a list of the Colonial Ancestors used by our members to join 
(or did supplementals) on, we were able to focus on specific periods and 
places of importance in the colonies.  The first program of the year 
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(November) had an emphasis on Veterans Day since our regularly scheduled 
meeting fell on 11 November.   At our annual meeting (April), we will cover 
Colonial Wars, a part of history many of us do not know much about even 
though our ancestors were instrumental in many of these wars.  Future 
meetings will continue to spotlight significant events and people who led the 
colonies to the ultimate formation of the United States. 

On April 7, 2017, we will have our Annual Meeting at the residence of Janie 
B. Brown in Naples, FL.  Our membership consists of 61 active members, 
eight Emerita members, and one prospect awaiting approval.  We will 
memorialize the passing of Mary Alvarez, Charlotte Duvall, and Mary Jane 
Tucker at our Annual Meeting.   

We continue to publish a chapter newsletter that is distributed by e-mail (with 
paper copies mailed to members who are not computer-connected).  The 
newsletter features important dates, information on upcoming meetings to 
include background information or articles on the event or person who will be 
featured at our next meeting, news from the Society, etc.  Hopefully this will 
allow members to stay up to date with Colonial Dames of America and make 
them feel that they are part of a society that is active and involved.  We have 
had the new pamphlet developed by the Society printed and distributed to our 
membership.  This tool will help in locating prospective members and 
discussing the historical background and purpose of the Society. 

There is also a listing, by colony, of the Colonial Ancestors of our 
membership.  This reference will help members proposing new members to 
see if there is information available on their ancestors and lineages which 
would help with the application process.  It will also stimulate members to 
look for possible supplemental ancestors.   

The chapter now has a digitized repository of thousands of lineages from 
Colonial Ancestors back to their earlier history and ancestry along with a data 
base that allows for quick cross reference to the lineages.   This is a unique 
resource developed by members of the Chapter.  Other Chapters are welcome 
to contact Chapter XIX for assistance and look-ups.   

Our charitable commitments continue.  We annually support two college 
scholarships.  In addition, we assist Palm Cottage, a historical landmark and 
museum registered in the National Register of Historic Places.  Cason 
Cottage, a historic building and museum in Delray Beach, FL, is also 
supported by the chapter.  Without question it is always an honor to support 
the Mount Vernon Hotel Museum & Garden. 

 
Chapter XX - Los Angeles, California 

Chartered in 1982 
Officers 2016-2017 

 
 
President ……………………………………….………..……Cher M. Sesma 
1st Vice President……..………………………….……...…….Jan H. Gordon 
Treasurer………………………………………….……..….Shirley K. Arendt 
Recording Secretary………………..…………..…....…… Betty B. Breithaupt 
Corresponding Secretary ……………..……...……..…….Diana C. Robertson 
Registrar ………………………….…………….……..…..Cathie B. Matranga 
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Chapter XX meets at the Historic Women’s City Club in Pasadena.  The Club 
is also known as the Edmund Blinn House and was built in 1909.  We meet  
four times a year: the first Fridays in October, December, February and May.   
 
We lost one long time member, Laurabel Engler, due to death.  And one long 
time member, Mary Lewis, due to transfer.  We are working hard to build our 
chapter membership and have had 3 new member applications approved. In 
addition, we have 8 prospective members in various stages of completing their 
applications.  We look forward to welcoming these wonderful ladies into our 
chapter.   
 
Our chapter Chaplain, Kathi Chulick, had to resign as she formed a new 
chapter in the Santa Barbara area.  Dorothy Peterson graciously agreed to take 
this position, as well as becoming our chapter Proprietress.  Helen Baxter, our 
chapter historian had a stroke almost two years ago which left the historian 
position open.  Margaret Wilson volunteered to replace her for the remainder 
of the term.  We thank these members for coming forward. 
 
Chapter XX has supported the National Society with our donations.  
Donations were made to the Database Fund, General Operating Fund and the 
Education and Scholarship Fund.  In addition, a donation was made to the 
Pocahontas Gardens in memory of Laurabel Engler. 
 
In January, our chapter sponsored the Western Regional Meeting.  Four 
chapters were invited and three were represented; Chapter XX, Los Angeles, 
Chapter XXXVIII, Santa Barbara, and Chapter XXV, Phoenix AZ.  Chapter 
V, San Francisco was unable to attend. We welcomed Brantley Knowles, who 
presented a very informative program on Colonial Dames of America and her 
friend/member, Charlotte Christian, who presented the CDA Anniversary 
Video.  Despite torrential rain, we were able to tour the Reagan Library, in 
Simi Valley, and hosted a delicious pre-meeting dinner at Santorini’s, in 
Pasadena.  Our chapter decorated the tables with flowers designed and 
donated by Margaret Wilson, champagne glasses filed with M & M’s that had 
“CDA 1890” printed on them donated by Chapter President Cher Sesma; and 
each guest received the book, “America’s Women 400 years of Dolls, 
Drudges Helpmates and Heroines,” courtesy of Jan Gordon, 1st Vice 
President.  It was a wonderful day of comradery and sharing of information 
and ideas.  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  We came away 
energized and inspired.  We would be delighted to participate in a future 
meeting hosted by another chapter. 
 
One of the ideas proposed at the Regional Meeting that really inspired us was 
the notion of a chapter project.  We took this idea back to our chapter and 
voted to partner with the Blinn House (our meeting venue) to identify an 
appropriate project.  We are currently working with the Director, Rae 
Magnusson, to accomplish this.  We are really excited to embark on a chapter 
project.   
 
We have had several excellent programs courtesy of our First Vice President, 
Jan Gordon.   In October, Kasey Khaghany present a wonderful program on 
Spinning Wheels and Colonial Spinning; in December, we had a presentation 
on “A Tale of Two Ships: The Mayflower and the Titanic,” presented by Don 
Lynch; February found us entertained by Benjamin Franklin and his glass 
armonica – wonderful musical instrument invented by Mr. Franklin himself; 
and in May we toured the Blinn House.  The Blinn House was built in 1909, 
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in Pasadena, and has the same sconce patterned theme throughout the house.  
It was very enjoyable to learn the history of the historical home we meet in.   
 
Our chapter is looking forward to the coming year with additional ways to 
serve the Society and continue to grow. 
 
 

Chapter XXI - Dallas, Texas 
Chartered in 1982 

Officers 2016-2017 
President ............................................................................Karen E. McClendon 
1st Vice President..................................................................Bonner B. DeShazo 
Treasurer …..............................................................................Hallie M. Garner 
Recording Secretary ...........................................................Denise F. Cervantes 
Registrar ........................................................................................Linda T. Juba 
 
May of 2016 found us meeting at Park City Club where member Toni Kay 
Wirth shared her knowledge of American textiles. She brought many wonderful 
examples from her own extensive collection. 
 
In October, Chapter XXI met in the home of member Onesia Rigney and 
enjoyed a catered lunch followed by Edward Spann, PhD’s talk on “Favorite 
Hymns of our United States’ Presidents.”  
 
In February, we held our annual business meeting at the Forum where member 
Jean Ann Ables-Flatt, a certified genealogist, spoke and shared ideas on finding 
our elusive ancestors. We elected four members to the Board of Chapter 
Managers. Thank you to Sidney Anne Farrar and the nominating committee for 
their work.  A memorial service was conducted by Chaplain Carol Armstrong 
for Past Chapter President, Grace Fisher DeuPree, who died in January of this 
year.  
 
We currently have 57 members, two of whom are Juniors. We have two courtesy 
members and four members emerita as well as a number of others with papers in 
various stages of progress.    

 
 

Chapter XXII – Michigan 
Chartered in 1984 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President……………………………………………………..Carolyn E. Levin 
1st Vice President …………………………………………..Barbara H. Balow 
2nd Vice President………………………………………...Audrey D. Lambert 
Treasurer…………………………………………………… Diane McNamara 
Recording Secretary ……………………………………...Kay Maxwell Gines 
Corresponding Secretary ……………………………….Elizabeth H. Edwards 
Registrar…………………………………………………….Barbara Hofmann 
 
This officer has enjoyed being president of Chapter XXII, Michigan, for the 
last two years.  Thank you to all of my officers, appointees, and committee 
chairwomen. I have been asked to be on the Society’s Board of Managers and 
served on the nominating committee this winter. You will have someone local 
to call if you have a new idea or a concern.  Thank you for your confidence in 
me. 
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March 17th, 2016  
 
We held our annual meeting at the Design Center, Stark show-room, in Troy, 
Michigan.  We had a wonderful program presented by three Stark 
representatives.  They informed us about  the history of wallpaper, fabrics, 
and rugs that they make for the  White House and other historical buildings. 
They gave us a cocktail table book, and other presents. After the presentation, 
we had questions, answers, a full annual meeting and lunch.  Barbara Balow 
did an outstanding job in organizing our speakers. 
 
July 22, 2016  
 
We met at the Bloomfield Hills Country Club and President General Sharon 
Vaino and her husband, Jaan, came to speak  to our chapter.  The night before, 
we held a fundraiser for the CDA museum and raised $1,650.00; and we are 
now on the Chapter Honor Roll which is listed online. Thanks to Terri and 
John Rakolta for donating the event and helping us achieve our goal to be 
listed.  Afterwards, I took the Vainos to tour Meadow Brook Hall. 
 
October 14th, 2016 
 
 We met at Zender’s of Frankenmouth a German-style  restaurant that serves 
German food, pastries, and sells gifts.  We had a speaker from the chamber of 
commerce who was asked to speak on the history of the town.  Instead she 
told us about what was currently going on in Frankenmouth. 
 
March 24, 2017 
 
We met at Ocean Prime restaurant and inducted new members, voted on 
officers, and welcomed a speaker from the Detroit Institute of Arts 
 

 
Chapter XXIII - Virginia 

Chartered in 1986 
Officers 2016-2017 

 
President…………………………………….…………..…Jocelyn M. Lance 
1st Vice President………………………………………………..Lucy Rhame 
2nd Vice President…………………………………Mary Catherine S. Plaster 
3rd Vice President………………………..…….………Courtenay T. Altaffer 
Treasurer …………………………………………….Celeste A. Wheelwright 
Recording Secretary ………………………………………Elizabeth T. Courts 
Corresponding Secretary………………………………… Mary G. McCanless 
Registrar …………………………………………………….Walta M. Warren 
 
Chapter XXIII is different from many other chapters in that we are a state 
group with no headquarters. Our focus is on historical travel, education, and 
research through sponsorship of interns or projects at colonial properties 
throughout the state. 
 
This past year the chapter held three interesting trips – in June to the National 
Fish Hatcheries in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia; the World War II 
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Bunkers at the glorious Greenbrier Hotel; and a tour of nearby Historic 
Lewisburg just a week before the town tragically flooded. 
 
In September, we went to Gloucester County, in Virginia, with a walking tour 
of Historic Gloucester Courthouse; tour of Edge Hill House, an 18th Century 
Tavern, where we were treated to cider and homemade cookies by members 
of the Gloucester Woman’s Club. We stayed at the Inn at Warner Hall, the 
Severn River estate created in 1642 by George Washington’s great-great-
grandfather, complete with gourmet dinner and breakfast, and a re-visit to the 
York River site of paramount Chief Powhatan’s Werowocomoco. 
Werowocomoco is a 58-acre site where Powhatan and his daughter 
Pocahontas first met John Smith in 1607. Pocahontas is the only woman 
specifically listed as a qualifying ancestor for membership into Colonial 
Dames. 
  
In November, the chapter took a day trip to Audley Farm, in Berryville, 
Virginia, where the 1st Triple Crown winner, Sir Barton, retired, and to nearby 
Harewood House, in Charles Town, West Virginia, the 1770 home of Samuel 
Washington, brother of George. 
 
The chapter’s Annual Meeting was recently held at President James Monroe’s 
Highland plantation, near Monticello, outside of Charlottesville. 
 
We have revived an early chapter project called “Focus on Colonial Women”. 
During our social hour at Lewisburg, a sketch about one member’s ancestors 
was given. Several other members have since indicated an interest in putting 
together stories about their ancestors which will be heard during future trips 
and preserved. 
 
The chapter approved continued funding for Werowocomoco with a 
contribution to purchase the US Park Service Virginia Indian Books for 
school libraries.  
 
This year we are undertaking a new project sponsoring a local female intern 
who will make an introductory video for Greenfield Plantation. Greenfield is 
an historic plantation site, established in the mid-18th century, located in 
rural Botetourt County, Virginia.. The house was destroyed by fire in 1959 but 
the remaining buildings: kitchen quarters (c. 1832) and slave dwelling (c. 
1850) are being relocated to create a 28-acre historic area which will be open 
to the public. 
 
The chapter has recently welcomed three new members, a courtesy member 
and a growing list of prospective members. Because new members are our 
future, we are encouraging current members to sponsor potential members.  
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Chapter XXIV - Atlanta, Georgia 
Chartered in 1986 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President……………………………………………………... Georgia M. Stitt 
1st Vice President …………………………………….…….Christy W. Morris 
2nd Vice President…………………………………….…. Nancy H. Ferguson 
Treasurer ……………………………………………….……..Georgia M. Stitt 
Recording Secretary…………………………………….….Charlotte Christian 
Corresponding Secretary…………………………….…….. Marion S. Bunker 
Registrar…………………………………………….…….. Marian E. Brannen 
 
We have 55 active members including two emerita and two courtesy 
members. We welcomed three new regular members and have ten pending. 
Sadly we lost two cherished Dames: Mrs. Perry M. White, who was an 
emerita member, and Mrs. Louise Hoyt Minor. 
 
Chapter XXIV– Atlanta started the new year in the fall on October 2, 2016, 
with a special evening party at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John and Rose Bell, 
in Dunwoody. Members and their husbands had cocktails and enjoyed a 
festive atmosphere as member Jackie Nims performed “Show Tunes” on the 
piano. Members provided dinner and dessert. It was a fantastic evening with 
39 in attendance. 
 
The first membership meeting on October 14, 2016, was held in the Katydid 
room of the Swan Coach House in Buckhead. During the social time, coffee 
and juice were enjoyed on the outdoor, patio overlooking the Atlanta History 
Center grounds. The program, “Three Boy Hats, a Spelling Book, and a Parcel 
of Old Books” was given by member Dr. Barbara M. Long, who spoke about 
her genealogy search. Members received 2106-2017 yearbook inserts and 
copies of 1987-2010 Chapter XXIV History Book and look forward to an 
updated version of the History Book in 2018. The chapter project was voted to 
donate $2000 to Buckhead Heritage Society for Harmony Grove Cemetery 
(1870–1982) to stabilize a large number of fieldstone headstones in the poor 
section including whites and blacks. $200 was donated to MVHM&G fall 
fundraiser. 
 
In January 2017, the chapter  received press coverage in Northside Neighbor 
newspaper in a long article about our project with Buckhead Heritage Society 
at Harmony Grove Cemetery in the heart of historic Buckhead. A  Jan/Feb 
edition of  AJC “Living Intown” magazine, featured an interview with 
President Mimi Stitt about her ancestry.  
 
Chapter XXIV is delighted that member,  Mrs. George Wright Dewy Wright 
Jr., will receive the Maria K. Van Rensselear award at the May 1st Annual 
Meeting in NYC. 
 
The February 10, 2017, membership meeting was held at Ansley Golf Club. 
Members received information about the Society’s annual meeting. Mrs. 
Robert M. Bunker received a proprietor pin as a new MVHM&G liaison. 
History Book Chair Lynette Rosinger uncovered the 1987 computer file. The 
History Book will be reprinted with 3-hole punch paper to keep in blue 
notebook and can be added to without reprinting the book. Nominating 
committee presented the class II 2017-2019 slate. The program “Cyclorama 
update” was presented by Kevin Edmiston, Education Coordinator at the 
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Atlanta History Center, who spoke about the Cyclorama’s move to the History 
Center and September 2018 reopening. 
 
Chapter XXIV’s  annual May meeting is being planned for May 12, 2017, at 
the Cherokee Town Club Crystal Room. The program will be “Organizing 
Genealogical Records” and class II officers will be installed. 
 
Several of our members look forward to attending CDA’s 2017 Annual 
Meeting. 
 

 
Chapter XXV - Phoenix, Arizona 

Chartered in 1990 
Officers 2016-2017 

 
President………………………………….……………….. Crystal C. Rimsza 
1st Vice President………………….……….………………… Peggy H. Boyd 
Treasurer ………………………………….………….……..Elizabeth Krecker 
Recording Secretary ………………………………….……...Sally W. Hlavay 
Corresponding Secretary …………………………….………Sally W. Hlavay 
Registrar……………………………………………….…… Susan G. Krecker 
 
Our chapter currently has 21 regular members and three courtesy members. 
We also have five prospective members.  
 
We have two meetings a year, one in December and the annual business 
meeting in April.  
 
The nominating committee for 2017-2019 was elected at the December 2016 
meeting. The committee includes Jerre-Lynne Vanier, Chairman; Betty 
Barber-Hughes, and Sally Wood Hlavay. The nominating committee selected 
a slate of new officers who were voted on by the chapter at the April 2017 
meeting. The new slate of officers includes: 
 
President – Elizabeth Krecker 
Vice President – Ann Dubbs-Vaughn 
Treasurer – Linda Krecker Brett 
Secretary – Sarah Inez “Sally” Wood Hlavay 
Registrar – Susan Krecker 
 
Betty Barber-Hughes and Jerre Lynn Vanier represented Chapter XXV at the 
Western Regional Meeting.  They suggested that an invitation and a CDA 
blanket be given to baby daughters.  This would confirm that they are eligible 
for membership and would let them know that they are potential members of 
the Society without prejudice. 
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Chapter XXVII - San Antonio, Texas 
Chartered in 1993 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President………………………………………….……… Sharon C. Harrison 
1st Vice President…………………………………………… Judy B. Scheibe 
2nd Vice President………………………………………..Marydean W. Motz 
Treasurer …………………………………………………….Sarah M. Jordan 
Recording Secretary ………………………………………...Jennifer K. Mery 
Corresponding Secretary…………………………...……… Amelia S. Hetrick 
Registrar………………………………………………...….Georgia A. Collins 

 
 

Chapter XXVIII – Melbourne, Florida 
Chartered in 1994 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President ……………………………………………....Roberta H. Hoffmann 
1st Vice President………………………………..….……… Nelle H. Mussler 
2nd Vice President………………………..……….………Lila W. Sandstrom 
Treasurer ………………………………………….………Nancy B. Caldwell 
Recording Secretary……………………………….………. Janet P. Kemerait 
Corresponding Secretary…………………………...…. Joanne C. Humphries 
Registrar ………………………………………….……..Deborah A. Graham 
 
Members of Chapter XXVIII, Melbourne, Florida enjoyed luncheon meetings 
this past year in a private room at the Hilton hotel overlooking beautiful 
Melbourne Beach.     
 
Meetings were held the second Tuesday in November, February (annual  
meeting) and May. Included in the agenda with the business meeting and 
luncheon, members enjoyed an entertaining program. 
 
The November program was presented by prospective member Ruth Fox who 
displayed and discussed her antique jewelry box collection. The February 
program was presented by 1st Vice President, Nell Mussler, who recited “A 
Love Story of the White Cliffs of Dover”.  At the May meeting, members 
learned about “Old Florida History and the 14th Colony” presented by Andrew 
Batten, a local  Florida historian.  The May meeting also included the 
installation of a new chapter Board of Managers for the 2018-2020 term. 
 
Chapter XXVIII presently has 37 members, one courtesy member and one 
emeritus member.  We welcomed Carolyn “Lynne” Jensen as a new member 
in February and introduced four ladies who are currently in the process of 
becoming members. 
 
The chapter continues to support the Education and Scholarship Committee 
and the Mount Vernon Hotel Museum and Garden with a yearly donation. 
 
We look forward to the coming year working together to follow the objectives 
of Colonial Dames of America. 
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Chapter XXIX – North Carolina 
Chartered in 1999 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President……………………………………………………… Pamela H. Pate 
1st Vice President………………………………….…………... Anne F. Wilce 
Treasurer…………………………………………………. Elaine C. Baldasare 
Recording Secretary…………………………………….. Dianne A. Robinson 
Registrar…………………………………………..…………….. Jo B. Baxley 

 
Chapter XXIX holds semiannual luncheon meetings on the last Saturday in 
March and September, at Croasdaile Country Club, in Durham.  Our chapter 
has 51 active members, four members emerita, and six Daughter Dames.  We 
have two new members and invitations to join have been extended to six 
prospective members. 
 
Our Chapter XXIX members have continued to host a joint meeting with the 
members of the Society of Colonial Wars in the State of North Carolina.  We 
met on September 24, 2016, holding our separate board meetings mid-
morning and then coming together for a wine reception and luncheon.  Our 
speaker was Mr. Tom Magnuson, a Rhoades Scholar with The N.C. 
Humanities Council. His topic was “Moving into the Carolina Backcountry: 
Colonial-Era Transportation in the Carolinas and Virginia.”  
 
Our spring luncheon meeting was held on March 25, 2017, and featured Ms. 
Jennifer F. Farley, Western Regional Supervisor of N.C. State Historic Sites.  
Her topic was “Colonial Fashion in the Piedmont of North Carolina: Keeping 
Up With the Joneses.” We also held a raffle for the CDA Garden scarf which 
supports the garden at the Mount Vernon Hotel and Garden Museum. We 
raised $165.00 for the Garden Committee. 
 
Chapter XXIX will be contributing this year as usual to the Mount Vernon 
Hotel Museum and Garden in New York. And, in North Carolina, we will be 
providing financial support to the Genealogical Services branch of the State 
Library of North Carolina and to the Historic Halifax Restoration Association 
for the William R. Davie House, in Halifax. 
 
 

Chapter XXX - Venice, Florida 
Chartered in 1999 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President ……………………………………….……...…..Janice B. Murnan 
1st Vice President ……………………………….…….....Linda Lee W. Paul 
Treasurer……………………………………….….…... Debbie H. McMurry 
Recording Secretary……………………………….…. Nancy C. Whittemore 
Corresponding Secretary……………………………. Carole Ann O. Cornell 
Registrar……………………………………….……....... Alice T. Hornback 
 
Our Chapter has been working hard continuing to spread the word about The 
Colonial Dames of America.  
 
Our total membership is at 44.  We had the following membership changes: 
Two new members joined, one member transferred from Michigan and two 
resignations and four deceased.  We have three applicants in process and eight 
prospective members working on their papers. 
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On October 27, 2016 at the general meeting, our book chairperson, Barbara 
Schulz gave a report of the recent book awards. 
In December, members of our chapter had a private tour and luncheon at Ca 
d’Zan, the home of John and Mabel Ringling, in Sarasota, arranged by our 
Vice President, Linda Lee Paul. 
 
A heartfelt resignation letter by President Janice Murnan was submitted to the 
Board, effective March 23rd. 
 
Our chapter President Murnan attended the Florida chapters President 
luncheon, on February 2, at the Everglades Club, in Palm Beach.  This event 
was hosted by the Society’s Second Vice President, Brantley Knowles. Our 
Corresponding Secretary, Carole Cornell, also attended the luncheon. 
 
Our fundraising project continues to be the Lord Higel House, the oldest home 
in Venice, Florida.  To this end we raffled off a limited edition print by Linda 
Lee (Foster) Paul who graciously donated it to our chapter.   
 
On February 9th, several members attended a luncheon arranged for President 
General Sharon Vaino and her husband, at the Isle Yacht Club, in Punta 
Gorda. This venue and meal was possible due to the generosity of Nancy and 
Harry Lukas. 
 
Many of our members attended a private tour of the National Cemetery in 
Sarasota, arranged by our chaplain, Judith Bauer. Lunch followed.  
 
We submitted a proposal for the 2017 President’s Award for Excellence. 
 
Chapter XXX also donated $500.00 to CDA qualifying us to be listed on the 
Society’s Chapter Honor Roll. 
 
On March 23, 2017, at our annual meeting and tea luncheon, we installed our 
new officers and had a lovely memorial service for our deceased members. 
 
We are proud of our accomplishments during 2016-2017 and will strive to 
continue to reach the CDA goals of education of American history and 
historical preservation in the future. 

 
 

Chapter XXXI – South Carolina 
Chartered in 2006 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President………………………………………………… Doris N. Thompson 
1st Vice President ……………………………………………Mary M. Duvall 
2nd Vice President………………………………………Catherine H. Hyman 
Treasurer…………………………………………………Theresa H.  Johnson 
Recording Secretary……………………………………….Margaret B. Wolfe 
Corresponding Secretary………………………………………..Sally E. Flinn 
Registrar……………………………………………………Laurie C. Aldinger 
 
In the past year, South Carolina Chapter XXXI members have again 
experienced the warmth of fellowship, the delight of learning through 
interesting programs and new growth in membership.    
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Chapter XXXI membership currently stands at 44, with one Daughter Dame 
and six  courtesy members.  We are proud to report two new members 
recently approved, two  prospective new members “in process” and one 
member “re-instatement” also in process.  
 
Dyane Kellogg, was posthumously awarded the prestigious Van Rensselaer 
Award, her substantial bequest made to the Society was also greatly 
appreciated. Our annual chapter gift to the organization was $1,500. 
 
Our CDA XXXI fall meeting was held on October 20, 2016, at the Harbour 
Club, in Charleston.  Members enjoyed a program on South Carolina’s world 
famous architect; “Robert Mills, His Legacy at Home”; presented by Mr. 
William Davies, Jr. of the South Carolina Historical Society. 
 
Our spring meeting was held April 20, 2017, at the Forest Lake Country Club 
in Columbia, South Carolina. Grace Salter of the South Carolina Department 
of Archives and History shared information on the agency, which houses one 
of the most comprehensive state archival collections in the nation, spanning 
more than 325 years of South Carolina History.  Virginia Harness, 
Architectural Historian for the South Carolina Historical Society, then 
presented on “South Carolina Colonial Women Planters”.  Her colorful and 
informative presentation was followed by an enthusiastic round of questions 
and answers. 
 
At this meeting, new officers for the 2017-2019 term were elected and 
include: 
 
President:  Laurie Ann Aldinger 
First Vice President: Catherine Hyman 
Treasurer: Theresa Johnson  
Recording Secretary: Miller Gaffney 
Corresponding Secretary: Ranette Hass 
Registrar: Sabra Moseley 
Historian: Sally Flinn.    
 
Three newly elected officers were installed: Corresponding Secretary, 
Registrar and Historian.  The member serving on CDA Council of Proprietors 
will be Theresa Johnson.  New officers unable to be present will be installed 
at our fall meeting, in October, 2017. 
 
 

Chapter XXXII-Central Missouri 
Chartered in 2007 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President……………………………………………..………..Nelta Q. Cherry 
1st Vice President……………………………………….Alva S. Cunningham 
Treasurer……………………………………………………..… Jane N. Smith 
Recording Secretary………………………………………... Betty W. McAtee 
Corresponding Secretary………………………………..….. Betty W. McAtee 
Registrar………………………….……………..…..….. Mila O. Cunningham 
 
Chapter XXXII actively and proudly supports the objectives of the Society in 
the heartland of Missouri.  Meetings are held the second Thursday of May and 
November at the Club of the Old Hawthorne, in Columbia, Missouri.  A social 
hour is followed by a lovely luncheon and program.  The program highlight of 
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the year was given by Nancy Thomas, Regent of the Columbian Chapter of 
Daughters of the American Revolution.  She presented a very interesting and 
useful program on DNA and how to interpret the results of it.  Contributions 
are made to local organizations that focus on historical and patriotic 
endeavors. We always include the Winston Churchill Memorial in Fulton, 
Missouri.  We are actively seeking new members and have invited eleven 
prospective members to our next luncheon.   
  
The chapter has thirty-four members.  It is with great sadness we report that 
our Organizing President, Mrs. George (Dorothy) Baumgartner Sr., died May 
21, 2016.  She was a great lady and our chapter owes its existence to her.  She 
will be greatly missed.   
 
 

Chapter XXXIII-Georgia Piedmont 
Chartered in 2011 

Officers 2016-2017 
 
 
President……………………………………………………. Linda O. Harvey 
1st Vice President………………………………….……..Bonnell W. Lashley 
Treasurer…………………………………………………... Camille R. Baxter 
Recording Secretary………………………………………….. Penny T. Smith 
Corresponding Secretary……………………………..…….. Amelia R. Pelton 
Registrar………………………………………………………Robin R. Towns 
 
Chapter XXXIII is fifty-six members strong.  We added one new member 
since last year’s reporting with two more in process.  We have had no 
resignations, transfers, or deaths.  We have one courtesy member and one 
junior member.  Meetings are on the third Wednesday of October, January, 
March, and June. Usually we meet at the Monroe Golf and Country Club, but 
one meeting each year is held at the William Harris Homestead, which has 
become our historic preservation project.  Our contributions being 
concentrated upon signage for the property. 
 
Program topics for the year included the following presentations:  “Nursery 
Rhymes Decoded” with Mr. Carter Wood presenting an interesting 
explanation of why his grandmother told him not to recite such rhymes as they 
were considered indecent.  Georgia author Ms. Denise Weimer provided 
insight into how she researched local areas for topics then scoured records to 
make all aspects of her writing as authentic and period-appropriate as 
possible.  As her “people” lived in the northeastern quadrant of Georgia, her 
writings were of particular interest to many of our members who share similar 
heritage. Mrs. Linda C. Bhame spoke on the history and preservation of the 
Valley Forge Campsite for Winter Headquarters 1777-78, Valley Forge, PA, 
and the formation of a national park there.  Mrs. Dottie Zazworsky, our 
member who serves as Historic Preservation Chairman, delivered a program 
on the Muscogee Creek Indian Nation indigenous to the Southeast and 
highlighted a battle incidence near the historic William Harris Homestead, 
which we support. 
 
Julie Fears, Chairman Book Award, has faithfully kept members advised 
concerning the reading list and opportunities for enjoyment.  Several members 
read from the listed selections with Valiant Ambition, by Nathaniel Philbreck, 
being our favorite.   
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Chapter XXXIII provided support for an additional local service project of 
merit this year. Our service area is large as our membership is spread across 
north Georgia. The Cobb County Veterans Accountability and Treatment 
Court has developed a mentor program to provide a treatment-solving model 
for traditional court processing.  Locally known as “Project Bravo Victor,” the 
plan provides support for persons who served in the military who have found 
themselves in trouble with the law. Some cases arise from substance abuse 
and/or mental illness leading to felony criminal charges.  Others are veterans 
who find that resumption of life after deployment is beset with difficulties.  
The project wraps the veteran in a support system to enable him/her to work 
through difficulties and avoid catastrophic decisions.  The project provides 
volunteer advisors, who are also veterans, to encourage, guide, and motivate 
during an 18-month treatment program. Saving lives from spiraling out of 
control is key to their mission.  Our $500 contribution was a gift of concern 
for all young people. See: http://cobbveteranscourt.org. 
 
The chapter again provided a $500 contribution to the Society enabling us to 
remain listed on the Chapter Honor Roll. 

 
 

Chapter XXXIV-Arkansas 
Chartered in 2012 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President………………………………………………..………..Betty L. Harp 
1st Vice President……………………….….…………. Mary-Reid G. Warner 
Treasurer………………………………………..………… Shirley F. Ochsner 
Recording Secretary……………………………...…….……….. Teresa Clark 
Corresponding Secretary………………………………... Mary-Nell M. White 
Registrar………………………………………………….. Lisa C. Winkleman 

 
Chapter XXXIV has found a number of ways to fulfill the objectives of our 
Society during the past year.  We have emphasized membership, historic 
preservation and honoring those who have served our country.  As with other 
chapters, one of our first activities of the year was the completion of the new 
required legal documents.  We have five new members and four prospective 
members in various stages of applying. 
 
An ongoing project is that of furnishing coffee and sugar-free candy to the 
community-based VA clinic in Hot Springs.  We also pass on books for the 
rotating library in their waiting room.  Chapter XXXIV contributed to the 
building of a Veterans Memorial Garden at the University of Central 
Arkansas, in Conway. This will be a permanent reminder of all veterans who 
have served our country. A contribution was made toward wreaths placed on 
Memorial Day in the National Cemetery, in Little Rock. Some of our 
members participated in the wreath placement. 
 
An Arkansas group has been training “Service Dogs of Distinction” for 
veterans with PTSD, who do not otherwise qualify for service dogs from the 
VA.  When members learned of the marvelous results in rehabilitation, they 
requested that our chapter make a contribution to this organization; which we 
did. 
 
Members supported the Friends of the Arkansas Archives which was 
developed to encourage and support the advancement of Arkansas history by 
assisting Arkansas’ archives in fulfilling its mission.  One of our speakers was 

http://cobbveteranscourt.org/
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Dr. David Ware, State Capitol Historian, who spoke about a number of the 
monuments placed around the Arkansas Capitol and reminded us to look not 
only at the monuments, but at the rationale behind their placement. The 
chapter presented Dr. Ware with our first Book Award for his 2016 
publication of “It’s Official! The Real Stories Behind Arkansas State 
Symbols”. 
 
A group of our members has been involved in researching and publishing a 
book about the 600+ persons buried in the neglected and vandalized Thomas 
Cemetery, in North Little Rock.  Burials took place from 1893 until the 1950s. 
This effort will make the history and genealogy, contained in the obituaries, 
available to researchers and descendants.  
 
Jean Hirsch, our Organizing Treasurer, passed away earlier this year. Chaplain 
Peggy Vandenburg conducted a memorial service for her at our March 
meeting.  

 
 

Chapter XXXV-Jacksonville 
Chartered in 2013 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President……………………………………………………….. Lois B. Swan 
1st Vice President………………….………………..…..Rebecca E. Lockhart 
Treasurer………………………………………….…….. Cheryl M. Anderton 
Recording Secretary………………………………….……..Mary Soderstrum 
Corresponding Secretary……………………………………Mary Soderstrum 
Registrar…………………………………………………….Mary Soderstrum 

 
We held five meetings this year:  May 14th 2016, July 9th 2016, October 1st 
2016, Dec. 3rd 2016, and March 4th 2017.  Two meetings were held at the 
home of Rebecca Lockhart; and the last three at the home of Lois Swan, 
Chapter President.  Members and guests enjoyed refreshments and a chance to 
socialize before each meeting commenced. 
 
Our new courtesy member, Robin Dougherty, a member of Chapter III of 
Washington, DC, was able to join us at two of our functions. 
 
Growing our membership continues to be a concern since we are such a young 
chapter.  We held a formal tea at our October 1st meeting where the focus was 
prospective members.  Mary Soderstrum, our registrar, delivered an 
informative program during this meeting on the application process.  We 
continue to invite prospective members to our meetings and have several 
prospects working on papers. Unfortunately, we lost two members this year, 
one, who did not pay her dues and another, our very dear Mary Byron, who 
passed away after a long battle with cancer.  A bereavement card, signed by 
all the members, was sent to Mary’s family. She will be terribly missed.   
 
Our focus this year continued to be veterans and the Jacksonville National 
Cemetery.  Two of our members, Jodie Raymond and Joyce Sizemore, devote 
many hours each month as “Jacksonville Ladies”.  Last year, Jodie Raymond 
worked with the cemetery director, Mr. Alphaeus Richburg,, to obtain 
permission from the VA for our chapter to donate six concrete benches which 
will be placed outside the administration office.  This gift is submitted as a 
beautification and benefit to Jacksonville National Cemetery.  It will allow 
families awaiting interment of their loved ones and visitors a place to sit in 
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peace and calm around a reflection pool.  Mr. Richburg applied to Atlanta for 
approval of the benches that we selected which was granted over the summer.  
The benches were put in place in the fall; and on January 14th, 2017, at 1:00 
p.m., we held a formal dedication of the benches.  Cemetery Director 
Richburg was so pleased with the response from visitors that he has asked us 
to place more benches in other areas.  We plan on continuing this project each 
year.  Mr. Richburg sent us a lovely letter thanking us for the benches and 
presented us with a Certificate of Appreciation. 
 
President Lois Swan and Chaplain Jodie Raymond represented the chapter at 
the ceremonies held, at the Jacksonville National Cemetery, on Memorial 
Day.  Jodie Raymond also represented the “Jacksonville Ladies”.  A wreath 
was presented on behalf of the chapter.   
 
Jodie Raymond shared photographs of the laying of holiday wreathes at the 
Jacksonville National Cemetery that occurred on December 17th, 2016, at 
11:45 a.m.  Chapter XXXV donated one wreath per chapter member, for a 
total of ten wreaths, which were placed on the graves of our fallen heroes 
interred in the Jacksonville National Cemetery.  
 
An election for new officers was held at our March meeting.  Our new vice 
president for the 2017-2019 term of office is Joyce Sizemore.   She and Jodie 
Raymond are now on the Board of Managers. 
 
We are looking forward to a productive and enjoyable new year. 

 
 

Chapter XXXVI - Texas Hill Country 
Chartered in 2013 

Officers 2016-2017 
President……………………………………………………… Peggy C. Jared 
1st Vice President…………………………………………… Betty C. Hutzler 
Treasurer………………………………………………….. Marsha P. Jernigan 
Recording Secretary…………………………………………Eugenia H. Bassi 
Registrar…………………………………………………...Nancy W. Brennan 

 
Texas Hill Country -Chapter XXXVI has had a very successful year. 
 
We have a membership of 40. Two ladies have had their ancestors approved 
by headquarters, and are awaiting the completion of their charts.  Five ladies 
were recently approved, by the chapter, as prospective members; their blue 
slips are ready for submission. 
 
Our chapter was honored at the 2016 CDA Annual Meeting, in New York, 
when one of our members, Mrs. Betty Hutzler, received the Van Rensselear 
Award for her work as the first registrar of our chapter. Betty was instrumental 
in securing a membership of 40 for our chapter, and we are delighted her work 
was recognized with this wonderful award.   
 
Our chapter continues its financial support of the Medina County Museum,. 
We also support local patriotic activities with participation and attendance.  
We meet in the months of October, February, and May, at the lovely 
Petroleum Club, of San Antonio.  We have interesting, informative, and 
entertaining historical and genealogical programs.  Recent programs have 
been entitled “The East India Company” and “Some Things You May Not 
Know about CDA.” Both were greatly enjoyed by all attendees.  We 
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encourage questions and discussion in our meetings, offering even more 
opportunities for the membership to be active participants in our events and 
endeavors.   
 
We are delighted that one of our members, Dr. Elizabeth Heise, will be 
attending the 2017 Annual Meeting and representing this chapter as an official 
delegate.   
 
Texas Hill Country Chapter XXXVI is honored to be a part of such a 
wonderful organization as The Colonial Dames of America, and we seek 
opportunities, in our area, to represent the organization well.     

 
 

Chapter XXXVII – New Orleans 
Chartered in 2016 

Officers 2016-2017 
 

President………………………………………………….…….. Julia F. Wood 
1st Vice President……………………………………….……. Emily D. Smith 
Treasurer……………………………………………...….…… Emily D. Smith 
Recording Secretary…………………………..………….… Patricia C. Millan 
Corresponding Secretary……………………………..…..… Patricia C. Millan 
Registrar…………………………………………….…......… Marcia R. Baird 

 
Chapter XXXVII  New Orleans  has thirteen members and meets regularly. 
We continue to have interesting programs. 

 
Chapter XXXVIII – Santa Barbara 

Chartered in 2016 
 

President………………………………………………….…Kathi H. Chulick 
1st Vice President………………………………………. Katherine R. Collins 
Treasurer………………………………………….…....….…Joy Chamberlain 
Recording Secretary…………………………..…..……….…Joy Chamberlain 
Corresponding Secretary……………………….……..…..…Joy Chamberlain 
Registrar…………………………………………..….…......Judith E. Cardinal 
 
Chapter XXXVIII Santa Barbara was founded September 17, 2016, by nine 
members: Kathi Hobbs Chulick, Judith Lyman Cardinal, Ruth Arlene Yockey 
Loper, Signe Eve Wilson, Katherine Cowell Collins, Marie-Louise Nolan 
Hattier, Ethel Maxine Chambers Hobbs, Joy Gillum Chamberlain and  
Mary St Amer Cuthbert. 
 
Our chapter currently has thirty regular members with one courtesy member. 
 
For our chapter project, members volunteer at Santa Barbara Trust for Historic 
Preservation events. 
 
We have two meetings a year; one in October and the annual business meeting 
in April; plus a social event. The latter for 2017 was a private tour of the Santa 
Barbara Presidio, a property of the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic 
Preservation.  Following the tour, the SBTHP treated the chapter membership 
to lunch in their “Pico Adobe”.  
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Chapter XXXIX – Birmingham 
Chartered in 2017 

 
President………………………………………………….Constance H. Grund 
Treasurer…………………………………….……….........….…Ann W. Cater 
Recording Secretary………………………..…..…… Laura Leigh D. Ramsay 
Corresponding Secretary…………………….………..…..Margaret M. Harper 
Registrar……………………………………………….…..Ann Robinson King 

 
I am very honored to bring the first report to the CDA Executive Council from 
our new chapter in Birmingham, Alabama, Chapter XXXIX.  We were voted 
in at the March 16th Board meeting with 44 charter members. Since then, we 
have added one more for 45, and have two additional sets of papers ready.  
 
This all started when Sharon Vaino approached Ann King and me about the 
possibility of a chapter and then quickly followed up with a visit to 
Birmingham. We hosted a wine and cheese reception for 35 prospective 
members at the Country Club of Birmingham, which included handing out the 
new CDA brochure, showing the new CDA DVD and a wonderful talk by 
Mrs. Vaino. We were also delighted to welcome Mr. Vaino, and to discover 
that he and my husband share Estonian ancestry.  
 
It has been a great pleasure working with Brantley Knowles and Carol Lynch 
getting our paperwork in order and we very much appreciate the patience of 
Deborah McWilliams, who answered countless questions. It was the amazing 
hard work of Beverly Sherrid and Theresa Comer on the applications, along 
with Nancy Pexa and Robin Towns, that made such a quick chartering 
possible.  
 
We have held two more meetings. One was a cocktail party, in October, at the 
Mountain Brook Club, to relate the progress of our applications, encourage 
the completion of unfinished applications, discuss possible projects, again 
showed the new DVD, and shared fellowship among the members of our 
soon-to-be chapter.  
 
Our last meeting was a brunch in February, at the Mountain Brook Club, 
where we celebrated and toasted our 44 new members. We had an interesting 
program by Johnny Curry, from American Village Citizenship Trust, in 
Montevallo, presenting a talk on the Junior Interpreter Program that takes 
place every summer. American Village is a recreated colonial village that has 
been built over the past twenty years, adding all the essential buildings that 
would have existed in colonial days. It has become the center of American 
history education and huge public patriotic events in Alabama. It is located 
near the capitol, in Montgomery, and hosts thousands of school children for 
educational participatory tours each year.  
 
Our members have voted to support the Junior Interpreter’s Program, which 
trains junior high and high school students about American History. They then 
volunteer, during the summer, teaching others about life in colonial and 
revolutionary America. They tour visitors through a replica of Mt. Vernon, 
where they are taught colonial dancing and led across the old North Bridge, at 
Concord, on the way to Lexington, to name a few. There are debates amongst 
the colonists at the Meeting House, led by Patrick Henry, prayers at the 
colonial chapel and fiery speeches given in Liberty Hall, all portrayed by 
historically-accurate costumed adult and student reenactors.  
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This summer will feature a reenactment of the duel between Aaron Burr and 
Alexander Hamilton, all narrated by Hamilton’s wife, Elizabeth Schuyler 
Hamilton, daughter of Catherine Van Rensselaer Schuyler.  
 
We are also researching colonial women that were influential in their time, to 
add to the portrait collection at American Village.  
 
Our chapter looks forward to our fall meeting when our speaker will be 
Brantley Knowles; and we will join the Society of Colonial Wars for dinner 
that evening.  Thank you for allowing our chapter to join the oldest colonial 
lineage society. It is indeed an honor.  
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THE COLONIAL DAMES OF AMERICA 

PAST PRESIDENTS GENERAL 

SINCE 1890 

 
 
1890-1897  †Mrs. Archibald Gracie King 
1897-1898  †Mrs. William Warner Hoppin 
1898-1904  †Mrs. John Lyon Gardiner 
1904-1908  †Mrs. James Watson Gerard 
1908-1909  †Mrs. Edward King 
1909-1911  †Mrs. Paul Dana 
1911-1923  †Mrs. Timothy Matlack Cheesman 
1923-1925  †Mrs. Henry P. Loomis 
1925-1931  †Mrs. Charles Lawrence Riker 
1931-1934  †Mrs. Decoursey Fales 
1934-1938  †Mrs. Harry Horton Benkard 
1938-1940  †Mrs. William Warner Hoppin 
1940-1944  †Mrs. John Moore Dickinson 
1944-1946  †Mrs. Henry Morgan Post 
1946-1949  †Miss C. Livingston Van Rensselaer Strong 
1949-1950  †Mrs. John B. Trevor 
1950-1951  †Mrs. Samuel W. Lambert 
1951-1953  †Mrs. Madison H. Lewis (Mrs. W. Leicester Van Leer) 
1953-1956  †Mrs. Byron Stookey (Mrs. Robert J. Lewis) 
1956-1960  †Mrs. John Kean 
1960-1962  †Mrs. J. Campbell Henry (Mrs. Bearns Smith) 
1962-1966  †Mrs. Alan T. Schumacher 
1966-1970  †Mrs. Charles J. Irwin 
1970-1974  †Mrs. John J. Trask 
1974-1978   Mrs. Iredell W. Iglehart, Jr. 
1978-1982   Mrs. Andrew J. Miller 
1982-1985   Mrs. George Griswold 
1985-1988 †Mrs. Franklin Bache Satterthwaite 
1988-1991 †Mrs. Edward Sprague Jones 
1991-1994   Mrs. H. Dawson Penniman  
1994-1995   Mrs. Thomas P. Bispham 
1995-1997  †Mrs. David A. Bird 
1997-2000   Mrs. Robert C. Evans, Jr. 
2000-2003   Mrs. J. Sinclair Armstrong 
2003-2006   Mrs. Gerald K. Geddes 
2006-2009   Mrs. Sten G. Svensson 
2009-2012     Mrs. James A. Jones 
 
† Deceased 
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2nd Vice President………………………………………...….Sherri W. Miller 
Treasurer………………………………………………….Ronee G. Schenider 
Recording Secretary………………………………………Mary Lois Johnson 
Corresponding Secretary…………………………………...…Susan W. Cook 
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1st Vice President………………………………………...…Nancy N. Thames 
Treasurer……………………………………………....…….…Jessianne Wells 
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Registrar ............................................................................. Anne Faulconer Hurley 
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IN MEMORIAM 

2016-2017 
 

Parent Chapter 
Baddeley, Cornelia de Lancey 

Brock, Gioia 
Lanyon, Genevieve 
Satterthwaite, Emily 

Smith, Mary C.  
Warner, Kathleen Berryman 

Weaver, Lorraine 
 

Chapter I 
Watts, Juliana Clark 

 
Chapter II 

Coates, Nancy Sloane 
 

Chapter III 
Behr, Marcia Ward 

 
Chapter IV 

Train, Susan Frances 
 

Chapter V 
Collison, Lee Gibson 
Denny, Susan Lenore 

Freeman, Annie Katherine 
McNew, Barbara Jean 

 
Chapter VI 

Treat, Shirley Stone 
 

Chapter VII 
Binkley, Phoebe Brownwell 

Freeman, Annie Sertain 
 

Chapter IX 
Johnson, Anne Colliver 

 
Chapter XII 

Dobias, Rebecca Chase 
 

Chapter XIII 
Downey, Mary Green 

 
Chapter XV 

Douglass, Mary Belle 
Haynsworth, Frances Lee 

 
Chapter XVI 

Starkey, Ruth Evelyn 
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Chapter XVII 
Crane, Mary Stair 

Flanagan, Carol Arlyne 
 

Chapter XVIII 
Bauschard, Jane 

Catron-Davis, Patricia D’Arcy 
 

Chapter XIX 
Alvarez, Mary Eugenia 
Duvall, Charlotte Freels 

Tucker, Mary Jane Dougherty 
 

Chapter XX 
Engler, Laurabel Ruth 

Frederick, Marganne Crusinberry 
Vander Hoeven, Mildred 

Chapter XXI 
DeuPree, Grace Fisher 

Gunn, Kay Lee 
 

Chapter XXIII 
Lonas, Edna Jo 

Phillips, Lucy Turpin 
Reuter, Nancy Rogerson 

Von Thelen, Pamela 
 

Chapter XXIV 
Bunker, Marion Owen 

Karlovich, Audrey Chapman 
Minor, Louise Hoyt 

White, Katherine Freeman 
 

Chapter XXV 
Wold, Carol Copeland 

 
Chapter XXVI 

Giles, Vera Lee Knight 
 

Chapter XXVIII 
Cooper, Mary Kiser 

 
Chapter XXIX 

Borum, Elizabeth S. 
Johnson, Lucie 

Jordan-Ellis, Margaret 
Nash, Jenna Foster 
Proctor, Ruth Shaw 
Whitley, Marguerite 

 
Chapter XXX 

Hodalski, Barbara Jean 
Lewis, Mary Evans 

Schulz, Barbara Jean 
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Chapter XXXI 
Gilden, Carolyn Cole  

 
Chapter XXXII 

Baumgartner, Dorothy Ellen 
Fuemmeler, Laurel Jane 

 
Chapter XXXIII 

Sherling, Janet Stoval 
 

Chapter XXXIV 
Hirsch, Jean-Rae 

 
Chapter XXXV 

Byron, Mary Barnsback 
 

as reported up to July 15th, 2017 
 
 

 
General Fund 

 
I bequeath to The Colonial Dames of America, incorporated April 13, 1891, 
under the laws of the State of New York, the sum of ________dollars, for its 
general purposes. 
 

Education and Scholarship Fund 
 

I bequeath to The Colonial Dames of America, incorporated April 13, 1891, 
under the laws of the State of New York, the sum of ________dollars, for the 
purposes of the Education and Scholarship Fund. 
 

Mount Vernon Hotel Museum & Garden 
 

I bequeath to the Mount Vernon Hotel Museum & Garden, New York, the 
sum of ________dollars, for its general purposes. 
 

Remembrance Fund 
 

Contributions may be made to The Colonial Dames of America in memory of 
deceased members and their families. These gifts, tax deductible, can be 
designated for various activities in which the member would have been 
particularly interested: Education and Scholarship, Genealogical Research, 
Garden and Grounds, Library and Archives, Museum, or the General 
Endowment Fund.  
 
Parent Chapter ............................................................ New York, New York 
Chapter I ....................................................................... Baltimore, Maryland 
Chapter II ........................................................... Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Chapter III ......................................................................... Washington, D.C. 
Chapter IV.................................................................................. Paris, France 
Chapter V .............................................................. San Francisco, California 
Chapter VI................................................................... Shreveport, Louisiana 
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Chapter VII ................................................................... Nashville, Tennessee 
Chapter VIII .......................................................................... Houston, Texas 
Chapter IX..................................................................... Lexington, Kentucky 
Chapter X ......................................................................................Rome, Italy 
Chapter XI........................................................................... London, England 
Chapter XII .......................................................................St. Louis, Missouri 
Chapter XIII ............................................................... Kansas City, Missouri 
Chapter XIV ......................................................................... Chicago, Illinois 
Chapter XV .................................................................... Jackson, Mississippi 
Chapter XVI ....................................................................... Des Moines, Iowa 
Chapter XVII ................................................................ Palm Beach, Florida 
Chapter XVIII .................................................................... Springfield, Ohio 
Chapter XIX .................................................................... Florida Everglades 
Chapter XX .............................................................. Los Angeles, California 
Chapter XXI .............................................................................. Dallas, Texas 
Chapter XXII ................................................................................... Michigan 
Chapter XXIII .................................................................................... Virginia 
Chapter XXIV ..................................................................... Atlanta, Georgia 
Chapter XXV ...................................................................... Phoenix, Arizona 
Chapter XXVI ........................................................................... Austin, Texas 
Chapter XXVII ................................................................San Antonio, Texas 
Chapter XXVIII ............................................................. Melbourne, Florida 
Chapter XXIX ........................................................................ North Carolina 
Chapter XXX ......................................................................... Venice, Florida 
Chapter XXXI .........................................................................South Carolina 
Chapter XXXII ................................................................... Central Missouri 
Chapter XXXIII .................................................................Georgia Piedmont 
Chapter XXXIV ............................................................................... Arkansas 
Chapter XXXV ............................................................. Jacksonville, Florida 
Chapter XXXVI .............................................................. Texas Hill Country 
Chapter XXXVII ...................................................... New Orleans, Louisiana 
Chapter XXXVIII ............................................... Santa Barbara, California 
Chapter XXXIX ....................................................... Birmingham, Alabama 
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Mary Raye Casper 
Nancy B. Pexa 
Robin Towns 

 
Colour Guard and Patriotic Activities 

Parke Miller Johnson, Chair 
Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 

 
Pamela T. Danon 

Beverley W. Sherrid 
 

Communications Committee 
Sharri Whiting De Masi, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Kathi H. Chulick 
Suzanne Festa 

Pegi Ivancevich 
Janet Kemerait 

Brantley B. Knowles 
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Beverley W. Sherrid 
Isabel Wescoat 

 
Development 

Evelyn Aucoin, Co-Chair 
Susan Johnson, Co-Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Charlotte Christian 
Helen Evans 

Priscilla Roberts 
Beverley W. Sherrid 

Kathleen E. Springhorn 
Audrey A. Svensson 

Jane H. Told 
Sharri Whiting De Masi 

*Terri Daly 
 

Education and Scholarship 
Nancy Stratford, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Nancy S. Jones 
Jocelyn M. Lance 
Caroline McLain 

MP Naud 
Sandra Pearl 

Dianne A. Robinson 
Isabel Wescoat 

 
Events, Calendar and Hospitality Committee 

Kathleen E. Springhorn, Chair 
Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 

 
Jane H. Told 
Holly Hunt 

Brantley B. Knowles 
Rebecca Madsen 
Nancy Stratford 

Audrey A. Svensson 
 

Finance Committee 
Caroline McLain, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Laurie C. Aldinger 
Jane Gonzalez 

Brantley B. Knowles 
Carol M. Lynch 

Rebecca H. Madsen 
Lucy Patricola 
Sandra S. Pearl 

Beverley W. Sherrid 
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Garden and Grounds Committee 
Charlotte Van Horne Squarcy, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Judy Cardinal 
Kathi Chulick 

Robin Dougherty 
MP Naud 

Priscilla Roberts 
Sandra Schaad 

Beverley W. Sherrid 
Linda White 
*Terri Daly 

 
Juniors Liaison 

Isabel Wescoat, Chair 
Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 

 
Rebecca Eakins 

Lila Warren 
 

Liaison Committee: Chapter Development, Regional Activities, and 
Inter-Society Interactions 
Brantley B. Knowles, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Charlotte Christian 
Kathi H. Chulick 

Ann Simmons 
Charlotte Van Horne Squarcy 

 
Library and Archives Committee 

Beverley W. Sherrid, Chair 
Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 

        
Sharri Whiting De Masi 

Melinda Waterhouse 
 

Membership Committee 
Beverley W. Sherrid, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
     

Christine Jones 
Angela Parks Masand 

Jennifer E. Rolfe 
Melinda Waterhouse 

Isabel Wescoat 
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Museum Committee 
Catherine Brawer, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Kathi H. Chulick 
Helen Evans 
Lynette Jaffe 

Christine Y. Jones 
Brantley B. Knowles 

MP Naud 
Beverley W. Sherrid 

*Terri Daly 
 

Committee on Organizational Structure 
Carol M. Lynch, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Laurie C. Aldinger 
Susan Hawes 

Caroline McLain 
Beverley W. Sherrid 

 
Personnel 

Rebecca H. Madsen, Chair 
Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 

     
Brantley B. Knowles 

Carol M. Lynch 
 

Space Utilization 
Catherine C. Brawer, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Brantley B. Knowles 
Caroline McLain 

Beverley W. Sherrid 
* Deborah Spaeder McWilliams 

* Terri Daly 
 

Strategic Planning 
Evelyn Aucoin, Chair 

Sharon Vaino, Ex-Officio/President General 
 

Laurie C. Aldinger 
Charlotte Christian 

Patricia Kryder 
Heather Speas 

Audrey A. Svensson 
Beverley Young 

 
*Non-CDA member 
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	The Education and Scholarship Committee determines the recipients of scholarship funds budgeted by the CDA Board of Managers.  For 2017/2017, $14,500 has been awarded to the following institutions:
	 $5,000 to the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture at the College of William and Mary to fund a Fellowship in Historical Editing.  The Institute publishes scholarly books and a quarterly journal.
	 $4,000 to Jamestown Rediscovery Foundation to support a Colonial Dames of America Fellow in Zoo-archaeology. The student, Alexis Ohman, will study animal bones as they relate to the diet of the early colonists and the exchange of food between the En...
	 $4.000 to the Fairfield Foundation to fund two week-long educational workshops on historical preservation and archeological activities at the Fairfield Plantation in Gloucester, Va.
	 $1,500 to the Graduate Center of the City University of New York to support a student, Evan Turiano, conducting research on northern resistance to the fugitive slave laws and how that contributed to the coming of the Civil War.
	The committee is grateful for gifts designated for Education and Scholarship.  Thank you for supporting the work of the Education and Scholarship Committee.
	Events, Calendar and Hospitality Committee
	1956-1960  †Mrs. John Kean
	Parent Chapter


